


Introduction 

MSLS  is  Master of science in Strategic Leadership 
towards Sustainability is a 10-month transformational 

Master's program at Blekinge Tekniska Högskola (BTH) 
in Karlskrona, Sweden. It focuses on advancing the  

participants’ knowledge, skills, and global networks, in 
order to build their capacity to be strategic leaders in 
co-creation and of thriving for a sustainable society.  

MSLS focuses on core learning competencies related to 
strategic sustainable development and leading in 

complexity. The vast array of topics are explored through 
internal as well as external instructors, the highly 
engaged student body, and a supportive learning 

environment.   

 The program founders Dr. Göran Broman and Dr. 
Karl-Henrik Robèrt have posed a fundamental challenge: 
"The question of reaching sustainability is not about if we 
will have enough energy, enough food, or other tangible 
resources – those we have. The question is: will there be 

enough leaders in time?” 

So together, as the MSLS class 2021/22, we start the 
journey, inviting you to join us, get to know us and sail 

with us towards a sustainable future. We are in this boat 
together! 
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 “It is never too late to be 
what you might have been" 

-George Eliot

Alexander             
Henn 

      Germany

Currently studying his Master in Business 
Administration Alexander sees sustainable 

development as a crucial factor for success going 
forward which has too often been ignored by existing 

businesses. However there appears to be a change 
when it comes to dealing with sustainability recently 

and being ecological conscious will be seen as an 
opportunity rather than an obstacle by future 

companies that want to remain competitive in the 
future. Coming from a big city that used to be known 

for its coal and Industry and seeing more parts of the 
world made him realise that he much prefer to live in a 

green environment rather than a concrete jungle.

alexander.henn12@gmail.com

Alexander 
can't drink           

beer.

Amanda            
Lanham 

      Australia

Amanda has always been involved in some form of education - from 
classroom music, piano teaching, outdoor education, and 

personal/social wellbeing facilitation.  The best leaders that she 
has worked with (and those she aspires to emulate) are those able 

to draw out the inner flame: enticing the curiosity of others, 
inspiring new ideas, inciting new passions and delving within for the 

end of the thread in which to pull to unravel the rest of the 
journey.  Without the excitement, enthusiasm, inquisitive nature 

and courage to be wrong, there is no leaping into the unknown.  
Sustainability for Amanda means thinking in the same form as 
nature, working towards regeneration of all cycles. The whole 

system works as an interconnected whole, not individual reductive 
parts. When people begin to think more globally and systemically 
like our eco-system, she believes so much more is possible that 

individually is not - that it's our connections with others and the 
environment we live in, that widens our possibilities.

Fun Fact about 
Amanda: She 

learned to 
paraglide to 

conquer a fear 
of heights. 

"The planet [...] desperately 
needs more peacemakers, 

healers, restorers, 
storytellers and lovers of 

all kinds. It needs people to 
live well in their places [...] 
with moral courage willing 

to join the struggle to make 
the world habitable and 

humane [...]." - Dalai Lama 
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BSc. in environmental science and biology, Israeli, 
a family and friends person, a dog parson, always 

loved nature and exploring, can wonder around just 
observing the surroundings, be amazed and get 

inspired. Interested by cultures, human nature and 
what similarities and differences there are. Also, 

really enjoys some good food and wine and the 
traditions around it. experience with sustainability 
in personal life- decisions of way of living, and in 

working on sustainable development through 
community engagement in academic framework. 
Believes in education to generate real impact.

Aviv             
Libovitsh

         Israel

“Do the best you can until 
you know better, then when 
you know better, do better” 

Maya Angelou

Be the change that you 
want to see in the 

world.

Borislav            
Yordanov 

       Bulgaria

In Karlskrona Aviv 
re-learned how to 

ridethe bike, 
after more then 
15 years.. its not 
exactly just ‘like 

riding a bike’   

Leiboaviv25@gmail.com

Borislav has graduated in Finance and is 
currently learning software engineering. He 
Strives to find his best side, in doing so in 
his traveling he finds sustainability for the 

next chapter of his life. For hobbies, he 
likes to spend time in nature preferably 

doing sports. He is funny and easy-going and 
also likes to read books about 

self-development and mysteries.

bl.yordanoff@gmail.com

Borislav likes to 
ride every kind 
of board and to 

keep things 
organized around 

him.
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Carolina Maria             
Obara

 Australia/Poland/Denmark
Constantly curious about people and planet. Moving through waves of 
beautiful duality. Background in social and medical sciences. Building 
upon regenerative leadership brings her joy. Carolina grew up on an 

island off the northwest coast of Australia, immersed in nature, free, 
wild and grounded with a Polish heritage. Her family would often take 
her back to Europe to retain language and culture, sparking a curiosity 

to explore the world.  Carolina moved through a wave of studies, 
travel, and work for several years. She experienced vast and wide 
ecosystems, the dualities of the world - and yet its resemblances. 

This led Carolina to study both social and medical sciences. Guided by 
her mission to create meaning, Carolina worked within social 

entrepreneurship in Denmark, focusing specifically on global health, 
sustainability, and organisational development. She found the values 

of trust, equality, innovation, and sustainability embedded in the 
Nordics, created the conditions for transformational change. 
Ushered further into her curiosity Carolina began to explore 

regenerative leadership. Tapping into the wisdom of nature, art and 
science would meet again.

What would nature 
do? 

She grew up 
on an island 
surrounded 

by crocodiles. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/
carolina-obara-b056a817/

Christina           
Sopp 

      Germany

Christina has been born and raised in the Ruhr area in Germany. 
Her upbringing was characterised by the different cultures of her 
parents, one is a Schalke04-fan, the other a BVB-supporter. (That 

was a German football joke). Christina studied International 
Relations and International Business Management (The second 

bachelor was necessary, due to Christina midway through her first 
one deciding, that she did not want to become a politician). Both of 
her bachelor thesis focussed on the question of gender equality in 

the workspace. She gained practical experience by working in a 
sustainability consultancy, for companies in different industries 
and with different sustainability challenges. She also extensively 

studied modern classics, for example, Lord of the Rings. Throw her 
a line, she will most definitely finish it. “A red sun rises…”

“…Blood has been spilt this night.” She has a certain similarity with 
a parrot. Speaking of birds, her favourite animal is a raven. 

Christina apparently watched Alfred Hitchcock’s the birds and 
interpreted it quite different than most other humans.

“Don't part with your 
illusions. When they are 

gone, you may still exist, but 
you have ceased to live.” - 

Mark Twain 

Christina humanizes 
numbers (1-9), they 
have characteristics 
and dynamics amongst 
each other. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/
christina-sopp-9011a8117/
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Christine             
Musch

Emmy            
Pater 

         Austria

    Netherlands

Christine is part of a small entrepreneurial family with a strong 
hands-on mentality that comes from old values of farming and 

community. While being a small producer of Schnaps and Gin, the family 
is also opening up hotel in the Alpes. The vision is to build a CO2-neutral 
hotel, while running it in an ethical and environmentally sustainable way. 
This is where Christine sees her big challenge! Running a CO2-neutral 
hotel is already a respected task, but she wants to take the project a 

step further. She envisions a hotel concept that is more than just 
providing guests a comfortable stay, paying fair wage, and serving 
products of local businesses. Her personal challenge is to create a 

respected place of exchange, empowerment and community that is a 
replicable model for other tourism operations around the world. 

Christine wants to integrate innovative ideas to create something that 
has never been seen before, and becoming a cutting edge, international 
leader in sustainable tourism. Therefore she chose the MSLS Program!

Failure sucks, but 
instructs. 

Tine's spirit animal 
is a chill sea-turtle 
hanging around in 

the pacific, hopping 
from island to island, 

listening to the 
ocean's groove.

Emmy arrival at MSLS can be described as a journey filled with 
werewolves, monasteries, and desert plastic

Her interest in facilitation was sparked a decade ago when a cousin 
turned a stiff family reunion into an immersive detective world through 

a game of ‘Werewolves’. she soon realized that facilitation meant 
responsibility, as she frequented a monastery to cultivate compassion, 
joy, and simplicity in an international community. Less ancient was the 
cutting-edge innovation studied in her bachelor’s, where she dived into 

Neuroscience and Artificial Intelligence. However, not only was she 
disappointed by how blindly these tools were applied for the few rich, 
but I was also shocked to witness the damage humans are inflecting 

everywhere on the planet. Keen to escape the low-lying Netherlands, she 
moved to Sweden to study a master’s in Sustainable Development. 

Though she wanted to learn how to strategically tackle sustainability, all 
she learned was the 100+ ways humanity is doomed. Her curiosity for 

facilitating social innovation processes then finally led he to the 
wonderful community of MSLS.

christine@puithof.at, 
www.puithof.at,   

https://www.linkedin.com/in/christ
ine-musch-6b9ba21b2/

The more she  works with 
peace-building and 

sustainability, the more she 
get obsessed with swords,  
literally swinging  anything: 
Japanese katanas, European 

longswords, even 
broomsticks. Preferably to 

epic music.

“As human beings, our 
greatness lies not so much in 

being able to remake the 
world as in being able to 

remake ourselves.”
~ Mahatma Gandhi

emmypater22@gmail.com ; 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/

emmy-pater-79794776/
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Felix             
Bruns

       Germany

Felix is interested in the intersection of (I) process design (e.g. 
Theory-U) (II) great hosting (III) a nervous-system-based & 
trauma-informed approach to humans (e.g. Polyvagal-theory).

What potential for transformation and regeneration might emerge 
in spaces where those qualities come together?

Felix comes from the social & process focused side of change – he 
is part of an intentional community focused on regional 

development: fostering community in rural areas and facilitating a 
participatory lab to prototy applied solutions. So he came to MSLS 

to deepen his hosting & leadership skills, but also to build a 
scientific basis to help orientation towards effective solutions and 

aid sensemaking.
Questions he holds: How do we integrate “inner” and “outer 

change”, so they foster each other? How to embody and take a 
stance? What is (my) sacred activism and where inside me is it 

coming from?

“Are we willing to take 
responsibility for a design 

process, that we don’t 
match up to?” – Joseph 

Beuys

When Felix is excited, 
he likes to rub his hands 
to give an expression to 
his emotional energy. In 
school people thought it 

was weird, so he 
stopped. Lately he 
rediscovered it.

felix-bruns@posteo.de

Fiona            
Bauhofer 

       Germany

Fiona was born and raised in the beautiful and hilly German 
middlands. From a young age, she got the chance to explore the 

beautiful and diverse corners, people, hobbies and activities in this 
world. Seeing and experiencing the diversity let her question what 

place to call home but turned her into more of a world citizen.  
Fiona's curiosity for the world also led her to a Bachelor in Global 
Project and Change Management and now to MSLS. By taking these 
steps, she becomes more and more able to act on her urge to bring 

and create change for a more sustainable world. 
Fiona has a problem saying NO. That often leads to  getting 

involved in diverse social causes. Projects prevalent in her work and 
free time are in the field of (civic) education and supporting 

initiatives with the help of her Project Management skill/ 
knowledge. Besides working, Fiona is a big talker and especially 

enjoys talking & reflecting with and listening to others. 

Fiona knows more 
about the practical 

and technical 
aspects of animal 
reproduction than 
one might assume.

"You see, every star hits 
periods of hardship, It takes 

a brighter light to inspire 
them through the darkness."

― Harry Baker, The 
Sunshine Kid

www.linkedin.com/in/fiona
-bauhofer
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Helena             
Schmeink

Helena grew up in Cologne, but her life has brought her to 
the north. She was an au pair in Stockholm and lived in Kiel 

for the past 5 years. There she did a bachelor’s in economics 
with environmental economics as a major. Currently she is 

studying MSLS as a double degree with the Master program 
“Sustainability Economics and Management” at Oldenburg 
University. Since studying Economics is often frustrating 

with respect to sustainability, she has volunteered working 
at an environmental organization where she worked on 

different projects in regards mobility, marine conservation, 
sufficiency and more. In her free time she is exploring the 
cyclic way of living and likes to spend time in nature, biking, 
meditating, practicing yoga, laughing, reading, swimming in 

the Baltic and gardening. 

“She tried to find a quote from 
a woman, but ended up with a 
quote from a man, "Nothing 

happens until something moves" 
- Albert Einstein 

People say 
that Helena 

has an 
infectious 

laugh.

helena.schmeink@posteo.de, 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/h
elena-schmeink-5456591a6/

            Germany

Ilse           
Hoekstra 

France/Netherlands

Ilse’s academic background is in Education for Sustainable 
Development. Professionally she has worked in 

environmental consultancy, digital education and on an 
organic farm! Her life after MSLS is a blank canvas, but 

she can give us some hints… Her heart lies in the 
forgotten villages behind the hills, in the rural places and 
stories of the people there. She is in MSLS because she 

sees these landscapes being damaged, she sees the 
communities leaving, and most of all she sees the potential 
that is still there for the better world we want to build. 
She hopes she will keep caring, despite, despite, despite. 
Food is an important part of her life, from producing to 
cooking and sharing it. It will be on the canvas somehow. 

As for the rest… ask her in a year! 

She is a farmer’s 
market shopaholic. 
Do not leave her 
unsupervised in 

front of the goat 
cheeses or the 
rainbow chard. 

“May the many forms of care 
help build a future that is more 
just. May you hold, may you be 
held. In any possible form.” — 

Christle

https://www.linkedin.com
/in/hoekstrailse/
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Jian (Tina)             
Wang

Tina is a public-affairs professional with over 13 years’ experience in 
international development across different countries. She holds a 

B.Econ. in International Economics and Trade and a M.A. in Business 
Management in China, and completed a MicroMaster in Data, 

Economics, and Development Policy from Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. Tina was born and raised in Harbin, Northeast of China, 

and she has been working and living in Thailand for more than 12 
years. Tina quickly discovered her passion in sustainable development 

field which later led her to work at Rare, an U.S.-based NGO 
focusing on local sustainable development as the starting point of her 
career. Later she joined the Mekong Institute, an inter-governmental 
organization in the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) which aims to 
promote the sustainable development and regional cooperation and 
integration. Through the MSLS journey, she wants to equip herself 

with better knowledge and skills to create change towards 
sustainability in the GMS as a strategic leader.

“Often when you think 
you’re at the end of 

something, you’re at the 
beginning of something 

else.”
– Fred Rogers

Tina loves 
sleeping. She 

can sleep up to 
14 hours per 

day if allowed.

tina068229@gmail.com

        Thailand/China

Jonas          
Baumgart 

      Germany

Growing up in rural eastern Germany, Jonas early on got lucky with a theme 
that weaved itself through all parts of his life: Community.

In his early 20s as part of an alternative festival collective, he witnessed 
the power of community as a flood destroyed big parts of the festival 

grounds, only for a big group of supporters to emerge and co-create a new 
festival within hours for thousands of people.

Some years later, he experienced the impact that local initiatives can have 
in a small Colombian foundation, where he volunteered for a year.

Studying Business Studies immersed him in the seductive mechanics of a 
system optimized for profit, but also allowed him to dive into case studies 

of successful Social Businesses and how they create change.
Working as a Community & Engagement Manager for nebenan.de, he led 
projects to connect neighbours in real life and serve the needs of local 

communities.
As a curious and Highly Sensitive & Sensation Seeking person, he loves 

deep talks, understanding group dynamics and nerding out about the 
nervous system as much as racing around town on his bike and bouldering.

Jonas once danced in 
pink tights in front of 
200 people in a circus 

tent as part of an 
amateur musical 

performance.

This too shall pass.

jonas.baumgart@gmail.com
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Katharina Sophie
(Kathi)             

Schnäckel

Kathi was born and raised in Hamburg, Germany but moved – 
following the sun – south to study in Freiburg and Sevilla. To 

eventually end up in Sweden wasn’t planned but ultimately deeply 
appreciated. Kathi describes her MSLS-experience as having found 
her tribe of people who deeply care about a sustainable future and 
thus, create change through mindful actions and caring one another.

Coming from a very theoretical background in Sociology and 
Educational Sciences, she really enjoys the practical approach of 

MSLS. Beforehand, Kathi worked for Freiburg’s sustainability 
department and got to know the integration of political measures 

and civil actions with all its perks and challenges. A particular 
inspiration was her work in the field of social entrepreneurship: the 

power of us people deeply wanting to solve a problem and thus, 
establishing new paths towards sustainability sparks her confidence.

Kathi’s recommendations for Karlskrona: cycling trips and 
ABBA-sing-and-dance-alongs.

“you have so much 
but are always hungry for more
 stop looking up at everything 
you don’t have
 and look around everything you do”
 -rupi kaur

Her surname is 
very similar to the 
German word for 
snail but she finds 
it very hard to 
take things slow. 

kathi.schnaeckel@posteo.de; 
linkedin.com/in/kathi-schnäc

kel-18476b219

            Germany

Lauriane           
Forge-Carron 
      France

Lauriane has studied tourism and more specifically 
hospitality management at a Business School in France. 
During those five years she had the opportunity to do 

various internships (London, Brussels...), to study abroad 
(Hong-Kong), and to do some volunteer work (Vietnam).
Her goal is to work in eco-tourism/green tourism ; the 
kind of tourism which is about responsible traveling, 

taking the environmental and social issues into account.

Although Lauriane 
was born and raised in 
Paris, she has never 
been on the Eiffel 
Tour and doesn't like 
cheese…
(Weeeeeiiird?!)

"La vraie générosité 
envers l'avenir consiste à 
tout donner au présent"
 "Real generosity towards 
the future lies in giving all 
to the present"
Albert Camus

lauriane.forge@sfr.fr - 
Lauriane Forge-Carron on 

LinkedIn
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Lea spent the last few years in Berlin where she also did her 
Bachelor's in Communication in Social and Economic Contexts. 

She loves to do experience design for events/workshops and is 
interested in the variety of participative approaches for 

creating brave and transformative spaces. In her most recent 
job, she has been working in team development with an 

association offering workshops on conflict prevention in 
schools. Previously she has been working in consultancies with 
community building, human-cantered design, and creation of 

learning materials. Lea likes collaging, adventures, games, 
campfires, singing, dancing, and swings. Recently she is 

experimenting with sketchnoting and small 2D animations. She 
is super glad to have arrived in this warm, welcoming community 

of inspiring human beings and looks forward to the journey 
ahead.

“When I was connected with 
myself and I communicated my 
feelings, was vulnerable, then 
I always had the experience 
that I could find a true 
connection with any person” – 
Marshall B. Rosenberg

Lea was 
surprised by all 

the activities and 
initiatives people 

came up with 
within the first 
week already.

leakeim@gmx.de; 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/

lea-keim-8b1535176/

            Germany

      Germany

During his International Business Management studies in the UK and 
Germany, Leon started to understand the tremendous potential of 

business to be a force for good in the world. 
Over the years, he has co-led and founded various social impact 

projects and organisations on topics such as homelessness, grassroot 
entrepreneurship in South Africa and personal development of young 
people in Europe. He worked as a business consultant in the areas of 

Corporate Purpose and sustainability strategy and supported the early 
development phase of the Social Entrepreneurship Network Germany.

More recently, he co-founded reframe.ventures which helps 
medium-sized family businesses to learn from impact start-ups and to 
build impact business models themselves. As a part of the collective 

New Mittelstand, Leon is working to support traditional SMEs in 
Germany to become the most sustainable and future-fit form of 

business again. Leon is also a B Corp consultant and runs workshops in 
schools to get students into social entrepreneurial thinking.

Personally, Leon has a huge passion for the outdoors and photography.

As a kid, he travelled 
to Norway or Sweden 
at least once a year 
with his family and, 
hence, came to love 
the outdoors a lot!

“The best way to not feel 
hopeless is to get up and do 
something. If you go out and 

make some good things 
happen, you will fill the world 

with hope, you will fill yourself 
with hope.“

– Barack Obama

https://www.linkedin.com/in/
leon-seefeld/

Lea             
Keim

Leon           
Seefeld 
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Lorenzo was raised in sunny Italy up to the age of 14, before 
becoming a nomad for the following decade. During his travels, he 
finished school in Kazakhstan; was adopted by a Mexican family; 

acquired a Bachelors in Sociology in England; found himself shovelling 
horse poo in Canada; taught English to the Italian military police; and 

raced up Cambodia and Vietnam on a motorbike. 
Professionally speaking, he has worked in a variety of sectors: he has 
taught English to clients with diverse backgrounds; worked online as 
a project manager and communications officer; and volunteered with 

an Ethiopian NGO dealing with social sustainability. His aim is to 
carry out more fulfilling work in the third sector, specifically with 

organizations dealing with socio-environmental sustainable 
development. And MSLS is the first step to achieving his objective!

"This is another comforting 
aspect of nature: its immense 
beauty is there for everyone. 
Nobody can presume to take a 
sunrise or a sunset home with 
them" -Tiziano Terzani  

Lorenzo strongly 
believes that the 
combination of the 
sunset, a portable 
speaker and a beer 
is the secret to 
happiness.

lgubbini9@gmail.com; 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/l
orenzo-gubbini-b4896619a/

Italy

    Poland/Sweden/Switzerland

"Originally from Poland; after graduation he joined various public health 
projects in South-East Asia and South America, followed by a stay in 

Switzerland and most recently Sweden.
He studied and worked in the fields of medicine, public health and 

psychology which provided him with a sound understanding of different 
healthcare and educational systems.

He enjoys adventurous travels, photography and he spent countless hours 
watching arthouse movies. He also loves sharing his positive energy and 

inspiring others to change the world for better.
He would like to contribute to reduce the global inequities in access to 

healthcare, education and clean energy.
In his eyes a great leader should above all care about others, show 

empathy and be a life-long learner, swiftly adapting to new challenges. 
He truly believes in the systemic, participatory and innovative approach - 

keeping in mind the big picture, striving for diversity & inclusion and 
coming up with original, smart solutions.

He is grateful to other system thinkers: Donella Meadows, Russell Ackoff 
and Peter Senge for trailblazing the sustainability path."

The open-mindedness, 
warm-heartedness and 
willingness to change 
the world for better 
among our classmates 

keep positively 
surprising Lukasz every 

day.

“What you think, you 
become. What you feel, 
you attract. What you 
imagine, you create.”

 - Buddha

lukas.abraszek@gmail.com 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/
lukas-abraszek-747a16145/

Lorenzo             
Gubbini

Lukas           
Abraszek 



 15

                          MSLS 21/22 Master of Science in Strategic Leadership towards Sustainability

Nedelina is a freelance teacher, editor and journalist, with a Master 
degree in Philology (Linguistics and Foreign education) and 

experience as a facilitator in non-formal education workshops. She is 
a mentor and an activist, who is passionate about social and 
ecological justice. Her love for nature and the vegetarian 

environment she was raised in shaped her views of life, connectivity 
and empathy. She has been vegan for 12 years now. Nedelina is 
Co-Founder of One Wild Life Bulgaria Association for personal 
development and sustainable living, a Cushman and Wakefield 

Sustainability Champion and also member of Zero Waste Bulgarian 
alliance. She is former Sustainability Campaign leader for Microsoft 
offices in Central and Eastern Europe, Turkey and Israel and former 

editor-in-chief of gobio.bg - an online media about sustainable and 
healthy lifestyle. She has organized and led multiple ecological and 
social (charitable) campaigns, as well as lectured various ecological 

events.

We can always do 
more and evolve, as it 
is our nature to alter 
constantly. Every 
action matters, every 
person matters! Let's 
be the spark of the 
positive change in our 
society, let's build 
together a better 
world for everyone!

The sense of 
community one 
could feel since 

the very 
beginning... just 

astonishing! 

linkedin.com/in/nedelina-van
gelova-095908a5 Email: 
nedelina.van@gmail.com

            Bulgaria

         Brazil

Paula has graduated in International Relations (following the teenage dream to 
become a diplomat) with an MBA in Project Management. She is originally from 
São Paulo (the "Brazilian version of New York"), but lived in Manaus (Amazonas 

state, in the North of Brazil) for the past 6 years and worked at Foundation for 
Amazon Sustainability, a Brazilian NGO for almost 9 years. She is really 

passionate about traditional communities and had the privilege to travel to 
different places in the Amazon, to get inspired. Paula is also an activist & 

volunteer for different organizations/ causes. She is an advisor for Fridays For 
Future Brazil, she is a Director at CISV Brazil board, she was the first Brazilian 

Community Champion at the Global Shapers Community (part of the World 
Economic Forum), she collaborates with the School of Activism and the United 
People Global (UPG). She loves music and plays a bit of transversal flute, guitar, 
piano and percussion. She loves sports, especially soccer. After 10 years of lots 

of work & projects, she is now "only" a MSLS student - her dream for some time. 
She is really living at the Mustard House in Karlskrona and a student at BTH! To 

conclude, Paula practices a lot of mediation, always finds her way to be with 
nature and is thankful to be here and meet MSLSers + staff.

It feels home 
here and it has 
only been 3 
weeks. She love 
this feeling.

he believes all positive 
change we need to 

achieve, to take care of 
our Planet Earth come 

from tradicional 
communities and 

populations. Each one of 
us can change the world 
for a better place, for 

everyone, everyday.

paulacarramaschigabriel@
gmail.com

Nedelina Petrova             
Vangelova

Paula 
Carramaschi           

Gabriel



 16

                          MSLS 21/22 Master of Science in Strategic Leadership towards Sustainability

Priska is passionate about change on various levels. Before coming to 
MSLS she lived in a rural part of central Germany working in a pioneering 

project to co-create a region in change. Its’ mission is to foster 
participation and connection among the locals and together build up  

sustainable & self-organized structures.
Her previous educational journey led her to BAs in Art-Therapy-Pedagogy 
and Philosophy Arts & Social Entrepreneurship. She is a certified Holistic 
Health Coach and currently in training to become a therapist in Somatic 

Experiencing, a somatically approached trauma therapy. 
Workwise she gave seminars and courses on deep ecology and other 

domains related to change, mainly for young people.
Her main interests are change and how it could be enacted, especially in 

regard to culture, narrative shift from separation to interbeing & 
building up structures that serve life. The global crisis and change are 

intertwined with trauma & the nervous system, for her.
Some of her resources are nature and movement, arts, community and 

enjoying life’s beauties.

I guess, we need 
to acknowledge 
the role that 
healing of 
trauma plays in 
creating a world 
that fosters 
aliveness.

priskalinalang@gmail.com 
+4915739313175  

https://regionimwandel.de

            Germany

        France

He did 2 years of preparatory classes in maths, physic, 
and chemistry in the Paris region. Then, 2 years of 

general engineering school in La Rochelle, where after 1 
year, he specialized in Energy and Environment where 

the goal was to learn more about renewable energies and 
sustainable development.

Passionate about sports, especially basketball, running 
and badminton. He is also very fond of film culture and 

enjoys spending time with his friends at the movies.
Quite recent real awareness of the environmental issues 

that threaten the earth, he breathes to emerge from 
this MSLS program more mature.

Quentin is 
generally 

compared to a 
sloth.

"My life is full because I 
know I am loved" -The 

elephant man

www.linkedin.com/in/quentin-
rousselin-1a164a192

Priska Lina             
Lang

Quentin           
Rousselin
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Rami Alyousef is a very driven professional who has studied 
with great success at the Technical University of Civil 

Engineering of Bucharest and achieved his Bachelor Degree in 
Structural Civil Engineering. He has leadership experience and 
earned the certificate of leadership skills from the `Leaders 

of Tomorrow` program (CEE), also have studied Technical 
Support Fundamental of IT support by Google. He speaks many 

languages such as English, Swedish, Arabic and Czech. 
He strives to expand his engineering and leadership knowledge 

to offer the best solution possible to his future issues and 
become a role player in the future sustainable society. 

Rami aimed to study the master program in the science of 
strategic leadership towards sustainability (MSLS) as a step 

toward fulfilling his dream of making the world a better place.

“The best way to predict 
future is to create it.” 
- Peter Drucker

If Rami could 
have any 

superpower, it 
would be 

controlling the 
time.

Raay21@student.bth.se

 Sweden/Syria

  Syria/Sweden  

She holds B.A. in English literature from Damascus 
University, Syria. After coming to Sweden she did a 

well-being coaching program by Anthropedia 
Foundation, held in Blekinge and became a certified 
coach then worked with immigrants, young people 

with social and psychological difficulties, and finally 
as a job-coach. Seeking to promote a sustainable 

well-being for people she became interested in the 
development of a sustainable society as a whole, 
believing that the current societal structure is 

creating problems leading to the ill-being of both 
humans and their natural environment.  

“He who has a why 
to live for can bear 
almost any how.” 
-Friedrich 
Nietzsche

 She is the one to find lost 
things in the house, and 

lucky enough to find money 
in the street.

saly_h88@hotmail.com

Rami             
Alyousef

Sally           
Hussain
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Stefanie was born and raised in Windhoek, Namibia and spent many of 
her childhood holidays on the farm of her grandparents. This is where 
her love and compassion for nature was formed. After completing her 

A-Levels, Stefanie moved to Berlin, Germany for studying. In her 
Bachelor she studied International Business Administration and did a 
vocational training at Pfizer Germany. Thereafter, she worked in the 
Policy / CSR department of Pfizer, organizing different events and 
CSR activities. To dive deeper into sustainability issues and get a 

more profound knowledge on the topic, Stefanie started a Master in 
Sustainability Economics and Management in Oldenburg, which she will 

complete after the MSLS program. Stefanie hopes that this 
combination will enable her to become a change maker in the field of 
sustainability. In her free time Stefanie enjoys horse riding, playing 
the flute and enjoys discovering new countries and cultures. When 

visiting her home country, Stefanie can often be found in one of the 
many national parks.

“Nobody made a greater mistake 
than he who did nothing because 
he could do only a little.” 
- Edmund Burke

Stefanie likes to 
come up with 
creative nicknames 
for family and 
friends. 

stefanie.hoffmann111@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ste

fanie-hoffmann-3b4908167/

Netherlands

Tijn is a human mycelium network. He loves creating synergetic 
connections. He's not great at math though, as he believes 1 + 1 = 3. Tijn 

loves to listen, learn, question and use dry humour. While he has an 
immense drive, his spatial awareness is very limited. 

While studying Future Planet Studies and Earth Science at the University 
of Amsterdam, Tijn lived for half a year at the North Pole. On Svalbard he 

studied the effects of climate change on the Arctic environment. 
Witnessing the rapid changes on the fastest warming place on earth made 

him even more determined to contribute to systemic solutions.   
After graduating, Tijn (somehow) landed his dream job at the innovate 

non-profit Climate Cleanup. Here he worked on scaling and connecting the 
global Natural Climate Solution ecosystem and co-creating regenerative 

communities. He absolutely loved it. 
Now Tijn is working strategically on ecological, social and cultural 

Regeneration. Regeneration is not only about bringing the world back to 
life; it is about bringing each of us back to life. Regeneration is the next 

evolutionary step of sustainability. 

Tijn makes a system 
diagram for 

EVERYTHING.

Foster eco-systems, not 
ego-systems. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/
tijntjoelker/

 Namibia/Germany

Stefanie             
Hoffmann

Tijn           
Tjoelker
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Kai likes questioning. Questions such as: does an 'I' even exist? 
Cogito ergo sum, some might say and walk away. "True - but 

there must certainly be more to this!", he would say.
Kai is calm, curious, considerate. And other nice things starting 

with the letter c. He likes Art (contemporary, that is), Black 
tea, Copenhagen, Design, Education, Fun & Games, Humans, 

Interaction, Joking around, Kai (myself, lol), Live Music, Nuts & 
bolts, Oxygen, Philosophy, Quizzes, Reading, Squash, Traveling 

(sustainably), Uniqueness, Vinegar crisps, Weekdays and 
weekends, (e)Xperimentation, Yea-saying, and .. Zebras (?).

Kai is a design engineer and a professional rebel (from 
Kaospilot) of education. Currently he is running a climate action 

consultancy that facilitates participation and collaboration.

“Nothing in life is 
as important as you 
think it is when you 
are thinking about 
it.” - Daniel 
Kahneman

He loves cats and 
babies, but has 
cat allergies. He 
does not have 
baby allergies.

hello@kaipm.dk, 
https://www.linkedin.com/

in/kaipm/

 Denmark/Japan

   Germany

Nature and community make Charlotte feel very nourished here in 
Karlskrona. Last year she got certified as a wilderness mentor based on Jon 

Young’s Coyote teaching and she loves to sleep in the woods and to dive 
through natural water any time of the year. She is very curious about the 
role of nature connection and emotions for sustainability transformation. 

Charlotte holds a bachelor’s in environmental sciences from Leuphana 
University and completed the first year of the Forestry System 

Transformation Master at HNE Eberswalde in Germany. 
She spent four longer periods in Peru, always in different places (Andean 
mountains & Lima), and in varying contexts (volunteer, studies at PUCP, 

Bachelor thesis in Indigenous community, internship with GIZ). After her 
bachelor’s she worked for the German Corporation for International 

Cooperation in supporting countries to implement the Paris Agreement and 
on systemic leadership approaches for more efficient climate policy 
processes. Since last year she works for the NGO urgewald to stop 

multilateral development banks’ investments in environmentally and socially 
harming projects such as fossil fuels. 

During the last year 
Charlotte went more 
often swimming in 
nature during winter 
than in summer. This 
changed in Karlskrona 
with the Baltic Sea 
next door.

“True prosperity 
comes from 

connection. We 
cannot hoard it. It 

can only be 
cultivated like a 
garden.” -Vivian 

Dittmar

Charlotte.Griestop@posteo.n
et, 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/
charlotte-griestop-3653641

71

Kai              
Paludan-Müller

Charlotte           
Zoe Griestop
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Khadija is an ambitious young woman, with a high sense of 
commitment and energy. An open minded person and a quick 

learner who can adjust to new environments. She has a 
background in IT and worked as a high school teacher for 3 
years. she has been and still part of NGOs with a focus on 
Sustainable development and managed to create and lead 

multiple teams in different contexts. She is passionate about 
sports and also used to work as a yoga teacher. Her curiosity and 

sense of adventure led her to look and seek other learning 
opportunities around the world and eventually she ended up being 

one of our great student in BTH.
In this big world, she believes that everyone's mission is to do 
what they can as a little hummingbirds to put out the fire, and 

that's what she's trying to do.

"All great things are 
created for their own 
sake.”
- Robert Frost 

When Khadija came to 
Sweden, she was so 
much surprised of 
how cold the weather 
was in August 
compared to where 
she came from.

elalamikhadija3@gmail.com 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/
khadija-el-alami-8405b6b7/

Morocco

Netherland

How to solve complexity? Right. With Philosophy. At least that’s what 
Josefien is up to. Her interdisciplinary bachelor’s with a major in 

philosophy, enables her to team-up with all sorts of academic backgrounds 
to solve complex problems. A minor in Rhetoric - and having taught the 

course - surely helps telling the story and spicing up the communications 
around complexity. Josefien thinks every organization needs a philosopher 

now. Someone who looks at the organization differently, grasps the big 
ethical, ontological and epistemological questions out of the air where 

people seem to hurry past. She also thinks there is a philosopher in every 
MSLSer. After active years in a sustainable study association and giving 

workshops on rhetoric and personal values, Josefien now works at a 
philosophical practice in Amsterdam. That is a place where life questions 

are philosophically consulted on an individual level, such as ‘how can I 
contribute to a more sustainable world?’. This question, combined with a 

drive to tell the sustainability story and the wish for more tools in 
strategic leadership towards that, brought her to MSLS. Oh, and an 

alumni tipped her about this Master, let’s spread that word too!

Josefien can 
shoot peanuts 
with her ears. 

 think everybody should just 
like everybody

josefienmeerevoort@hot
mail.com

Khadija             
El Alami

Josefien          
Meerevoort
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Wambui is a sustainability enthusiast with a deep passion 
for environmental sustainability and gender equality. She is 

a graduate from the University of Nairobi with an 
undergraduate in International Studies specialising in 

International Human Security . She has previously worked 
in some of the most challenging and exciting environments 

as a Program Lead and Program manager in Kakuma 
Refugee camp and Oasis Mathare. Wambui has run a very 

successful social media campaign to save the Mt Kenya 
forest which has seen people pay attention to sustainable 
use of that resource. She is out on a mission to represent 
the beautiful African culture, food, music and spirit in this 

year of school. 

“Sustainable development, 
democracy and peace are 
indivisible is an idea whose 
time has come"
-Wangari Maathai

She is a good 
dancer who just 
discovered that 

she is an 
introvert. 

njorogeloise@gmail.com | 
www.oasismathare.org | 

Loise Njoroge 

 Kenya

Wambui was at MSLS with her son- Ayaan 
Johari Wakaba who is a happy, sociable and 

friendly guy who enjoys making friends and exploring 
and discovery. He loves milk, bananas and apples in 

that specific order. 

Loise Wambui             
Njoroge

jamesngabire@yahoo.fr
  Rwanda

James             
Ingabire
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Robbin's academic background is in business administration. During 
his Bachelor’s he barely got in touch with the topic of sustainability. 
It took him an internship at a controlling department to realize, that 
there must be more to a company than only increasing its revenues. 

So, he started his Master’s programme in Sustainability 
Management, just to leave Germany 10 months later to experience 

the MSLS programme. He wants to use his newly acquired knowledge 
to have a positive impact on businesses and society in general.

Although growing up in a small village in the countryside of Germany, 
Robbin enjoys being abroad. He has already lived in New Zealand and 
in Spain for a couple of months each. Now he is glad to get to know 

Sweden along with people from all around the world because he 
believes that strangers are just friends you haven’t met yet.

Besides that, he loves doing sports in his free time. He especially 
enjoys team sports due to the strong community that arises from 

teaming up. 

You can make a living or 
you can make a 

difference.

Robbin can 
officially call 

himself a pilgrim 
after walking the 

way of St. 
James.

www.linkedin.com/in/robbin-
schiller-068a35220

Germany

USA

Growing up along coastal California and Florida has led Vanessa to 
become a lifelong ocean enthusiast with a deep appreciation for the 
natural world. She’s devoted years to volunteering and interning with 
aquariums and environmental organizations, working to educate and 

inspire conservation of the ocean to others. 
Vanessa’s mother, who emigrated from Sweden to the US in her 

twenties, has been the most influential person in her life, igniting a 
passion for travel and cultural exchange within Vanessa.

Vanessa is a UCLA alumna with a BA in Communications. Her 
professional experience consists of work within the hospitality, 

travel, and special events industries. With time, Vanessa’s realized 
she’s driven to work for a higher purpose. She feels the need to be a 
part of a bigger picture driven by optimism and a belief that we can 
do better. Vanessa aspires to work for a company where purpose and 

profit meet, and the race to the top is not to be the best in the 
world, but the best for the world.

Vanessa pole vaulted 
in high school and 
was nicknamed Vin 
Diesel by the team.

I get up every morning 
determined to both change 
the world and have a really 
good time. Sometimes this 

makes planning my day 
difficult.

vanessabwonn@gmail.com 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/

vanessawonn/

Robbin             
Schiller

Vanessa           
Wonn 
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Pear majored in Communication Arts where she took the core 
value of communication to speak for positive changes. Using 

"the power of media" to support environmental concerns 
through documentaries, articles, workshops, and creative 

events. Her goal is to "reconnect people with nature." Together 
with her team, she has also worked on ecosystem restoration 
designs for an indigenous Tiny Forest, a bee-happy habitat, to 

encourage local biodiversity and mitigate land degradation. 
Besides, in collaboration with researchers from the Ministry of 

Public Health, her family's business focus on preventing the 
Dengue Virus, a mosquito-borne disease, through sustainable 

innovation and community participation. As the next generation 
leader, Pear aims to pave a sustainable path for her company 
and society to move forward into a bright future together.

Reconnecting people 
with nature for 
sustainability.

Pear once was 
bitten by 

insects over 
200+ dots

but still, she 
does love insect 

photography.

tanya.w.nature@gmail.com / 
Company website : 

https://www.ikaritrading.info

 Thailand

     Finland

Being born and raised in Finland, Juho is inspired by the sheer beauty of 
the Nordic nature. Besides being an outdoor enthusiast, he has recently 
aspired to learn some woodworking. With initial business administration 

background, Juho’s vocation has gradually drifted towards building a more 
sustainable and just world. This journey got kickstarted with a job in 

recycling technology business, followed by voluntary and paid positions in 
several local and international NGOs. Eventually, the curiosity to learn 
more about the complexity of the global problems and the longing for a 

more hands-on approach on sustainability work took him across the Baltic 
Sea to Sweden – to do two Master’s degrees in a row, namely Sustainable 

Management at Uppsala University and the MSLS at BTH. However, it 
quickly became clear to him that this learning journey was about more 
fundamental matters. Enrolling on these degrees was about personal 

development, memorable experiences and about forming friendships that 
last for life.

Already during the 
introduction week, 
he was stunned by 
the collective zeal 
and the instant 
community vibes of 
the MSLS class.

"The intelligence can 
only be led by desire. 

For there to be 
desire, there must be 
joy and pleasure. The 
intelligence only grows 

and bears fruit in 
joy." - Simone Weil

juho.liimatainen@hotmail.fi  
linkedin.com/in/juholiimatain

en

Thanyaporn             
Wongtitirote

(Pear)

Juho Tuomas           
Liimatainen 
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Carly has been working in the environmental sector 
for four years in the US doing consulting and 
remediation projects. She believes building a 

well-rounded and intentional culture of 
sustainability is the responsibility of both 

consumers and business alike, and loves the 
problem solving challenges this career path brings.

“There is no beauty in the 
finest cloth if it makes hunger 
and unhappiness.” -Mahatma 
Gandhi

Carly was 
surprise to find 
four different 

species of tasty 
mushrooms her 
first week here! 

LinkedIn: Carly Nemanic

      USA

     Kenya

Kirathimo grew up in the countryside of Kenya-East Africa, close to 
animals and nature. Most of his childhood activities would in one way or 

another be around farms, rivers, trees, and animals-domestic and wild. He 
is a Biochemist; most of his academic training has been around life 

science-natural and human health science sustainability tenets. His work 
experience is mainly in the Healthcare Sector-Medical Supplies and 

Hospital set-up projects. As a project manager and organization leader in 
the private health sector, sustainability is one of the key pillars governing 

his/their operations and decisions e.g., ensure compliance with both 
internal and external best practices in accordance with laws and 

regulations. His company operations also consider aspects of ethics, social 
behavior, and regarding the environment in with the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). His aim at MSLS 2021 is not only to learn 
Strategic sustainability development and leadership skills in an 

ever-changing global environment but also to develop personal and 
professional network capital from interaction with other international 

students and the BTH faculty fraternity.

He tries to make 
life and the 

surroundings, as 
simple and 
pragmatic 

  as possible.

         “It’s the little things 
citizens do, that's what will 
make the difference.” 
-Prof.Wangari Maathai 

kirathimo.muruga@gmail.com

Carly             
Nemanic

Kirathimo           
Muruga 
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Zack was born in Lebanon but lived in Sweden for the biggest 
part of his life. Graduation in two majors: 1- auditing and 

finance. 2- Tourism and hospitality management. He worked 
both for private and public sectors in the field of hospitality 
industry, auditing, insurance companies, sales and marketing 

and other services. Spoken Languages: Swedish, English, 
French, Arabic and German language. Hobbies swimming and 
listening to music. Was elected as member of the council for 
the town of Ornskoldsvik in Sweden 2018. Wrote his first 

essay on applying sustainability in accounting and auditing at 
mid Sweden University 2007. Attended seminars and 

workshops on sustainability. Joined MSLS 2021!

A human being needs to 
feel that what he is doing 
in life and work has a 
meaning.

Zack's intention was to join the 
MSLS program couple of years ago, 
it was delayed due to certain 
circumstances. The dream became 
true in 2021 and here is he at the 
campus of Karlskrona University.
A multicultural team of staff and 
students joined together on this 
special mission to make the 
impossible possible and influence for 
a better sustainable life on Earth. 
...everything starts with some fun.

Newexpert101@gmail.com

 Sweden/Lebanon

    Canada

Coming from a traveling family of artists and teachers, Max 
has been a curious explorer since he was in his mother’s womb 
traveling the world. Having since lived in 8 and explored more 

than 35 countries at length has only fueled his insatiable thirst 
for a deeper understanding of the complexity of core issues 
that our collective humanity and planet faces. Cycling, hiking, 
and photographing his way through the diversity of the world 
has brought him to having a vocation at the intersection of 

social work, education, and the outdoors. He is deeply 
passionate about exploring all aspects of life and in manifesting 
this into exploring holistics systems solutions and in designing 

multifaceted experiential programs for people from all walks of 
life.

Max's middle name was 
borrowed from a Roman 
emperor at birth on the 
possibility he was to be 
wealthy or eccentric. 
Today Klaudius is proud 
to be able to 
rhythmically wiggle both 
ears independently.

"People are hard to hate 
close up. Move in." -Brene 

Brown

https://www.linkedin.com/in/
max-d-00796044 

Maxklaudiusdannenberg@gmai
l.com

Max Klaudius           
Dannenberg 

Zouheir             
Assaf
(Zack)
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Elias has an academic background in Chemical 
engineering; he has worked in engineering and 
quality. He currently works as a transportation 

manager for Tenneco Latin America.

“Whatever is true, 
whatever is noble, 
whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, 
whatever is admirable 
- if anything is 
excellent or 
praiseworthy - think 
about such things.”
-Paul of Tarsus.

Elias arrived 
early for the 
Introduction 

week but then 
missed it!

27123E@gmail.com

   Mexico

 Italy/Mexico

Valentina was born and raised in the small, delightful island of 
Venice, but had to move to the tumultuous Mexico to fully become 

herself. She has spent the last 10 years working in the intersection 
between entrepreneurship, public sector, international cooperation 

and civil society designing and implementing strategies for the 
collective wellbeing through disparate combinations of tools 
borrowed from design thinking, innovation, future thinking.
If she’s not busy facilitating collaborative processes for 

sustainable futures, she would probably be in the garden taking 
care of her eggplants, hiking in the woods to visit the local mother 

tree, creating a space for freely dancing with beautiful music, 
cultivating her subtle energy, singing in a sweat-lodge. Which is 

basically aiming to the same goal with different means.

Valentina realized she 
is very successful at 

convincing people that 
swimming naked in the 

Baltic is the most 
amazing thing.

"The universe is not a 
question asking for an 

answer, it is a feeling that 
deserves a passion" -Taita 

Chiriboga

valentina.abalzati@gmail.com

Valentina           
Abalzati 

Jose Elias             
Garcia Islas
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Michael Enejison is a sustainability advocate and cultural 
practitioner.

He has worked as a teacher, artist, curator, and project lead. In 
2010, Michael spent one year in the Niger Delta region of Nigeria 
serving a rural, crude oil-producing community as a National corps 
member and a project manager of the Millenium Development Goal 
volunteer group. The one-year experience reinforced his conviction 
to pursue a career that helps humanity shift to a more responsible 

and wholesome production and consumption model. 
Michael earned a Bachelor's degree in Geology from the Federal 
University of Technology, Minna, Nigeria. He is passionate about 

using interdisciplinary approaches in the global quest for 
sustainability transitions. 

In 2019, he founded and served as the project lead of the Lagos 
Sustainability Week, a weeklong program of events that engages 

sustainability players.

“Beauty will save the 
world” - Fjodor 
Dostoevsky

Michael`s hands are 
so unusually flexible 

so that he can do 
the prayer pose on
his back (and no, he 
doesn't do Yoga).

LinkedIn : Michael Enejison

  Nigeria

    Nigeria

Obinna Ejide has experience in managing multi-million-dollar development 
projects/programs in a corporate-led humanitarian assistance programme, 

sponsorships, and donations, and earned a Bachelor's of Science in 
Biochemistry from the University of Nigeria Nsukka, Nigeria.

Formerly as a social investment advisor with a Shell Company in Nigeria, 
Obinna managed the Project Management Committee (PMC) secretariat of a 

ten-million-dollar disaster relief intervention across five intervention sectors 
in Nigeria's north-east region. He also coordinated the implementation of a 
community infrastructure project in Nigeria's Niger Delta region valued at 

over five million dollars, while providing strategic support to enterprise 
development programmes and capacity building programmes in the same 

region.
Through all these experiences, Obinna has accumulated capabilities in project 

management, partnerships coordination, risk management, relationship 
management, and stakeholder management. He has interests in quality 
education, youth development, and the roles equality play in access to 

opportunities.

Recognizing 
vulnerability is a gift 

that should be used to 
instill a deep sense of 

empathy in us.

Being kind is still a 
virtue.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/
obinna-ejide-8393b462

Obinna           
Nnaemeka Ejide 

Michael             
Ametuo Enejison
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Growing up with a gardening-and-landscaping-mother and an 
arborist-father laid the groundwork for Cora's admiration for nature 
and her fundamental need to be outside. Accordingly, she creates her 
life as close to natural cycles as possible. That guided her to live and 

work at 'Artemisia' - a herb farm in the mountains of Southern 
Germany.

After some years of exploration in Coras youth - such as a year-long 
voluntary service in a primary school, a massage education, and 

gardening in various contexts - she turned to her initial plan to study 
psychology. While she was studying psychology in Groningen (NL) she 

kept one foot in grass-roots activism such as Extinction Rebellion.
Merging her educational background with her passion for sustainability 
her main interests lay in bottom-up change, individual decision making, 

and social norms that determine habit formation. 
Coras warm, sensitive and caring nature helps her to connect to people 
and put them at ease. She has a huge sense of responsibility, and this 

is both her main strength and her main challenge.

“Everything will 
be alright in the 
end so if it is not 
alright it is not 

the end.”
 ― Deborah   
Moggach

Cora was amazed by the 
initiative spirit within the 

MSLS crowd; Sleeping 
outside, swimming, Taco night, 
swimming, bonfires, swimming 

at night, kayaking, 
reconnecting to nature 

meetings, dancing in between 
lectures, camping, swimming, 

brunch, working on a farm, ..... 
this is just a glimpse of what 

happened in week 1&2.

linkedin.com/in/cora-n-39622
5220

  Germany

    Thailand

 With her background in social innovation, entrepreneurship, and creative 
advocacy. Noon defines herself as a catalyst who truly believes in human 
potential that will collectively build up the vision of our better days. Her 
work and businesses she co-created are focusing mainly in the area of 

reducing inequality through local development utilizing community-based 
tourism+creativities+knowledge as a tool. Recently, She also explored and 

served in an educator role through short courses/university's program 
management in the area of business+design in order to support students 

and SMEs in Thailand. 
Above all, she is a joyful lifelong explorer in both the external and internal 

world. She loves cultivating friendships with herself and diverse 
people/animals/living and non-living things from all walks of life as she 

believes the journey would be meaningless and not so much fun without it. 
These days, you can find Noon in her favorite spot such as mountains, 

ocean, kitchen, some remote communities, and Zoom meetings :)

She enjoys 
reading fun facts, 
especially those 

super random and 
ridiculous ones.

"There is no way to peace, 
peace is the way. There is no 
way to freedom, freedom is 
the way. There is no way to 
happiness, happiness is the 

way."
-Mahatma Gandhi/Thich 
Natch Hanh

There is no way to 
sustainability, sustainability 

is the way.  

noon.pakavaleetorn@gmail.com
https://www.instagram.com/shi

fts.happen/ 

Noon           
Suratchana 

Pakavaleetorn
 

Hannah CORA             
Teresa Niemeier

mailto:noon.pakavaleetorn@gmail.com
https://www.instagram.com/shifts.happen/
https://www.instagram.com/shifts.happen/
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Nora is from Helsinki, Finland and despite living almost her whole 
life in the capital of Finland she’s not a city girl at all (thus enjoying 

the small and cute Karlskrona). Nature has always been close to 
Nora’s heart and her lifestyle could be described with the word 

‘friluftsliv’. She could spend all of her freetime by walking with her 
dog in forests, kayaking in the archipelago, hiking in lapland or just 

chilling by the lake at summer cottage. 
Nora has M.Sc. in Energy Technology form Aalto University and she 
has worked in the process industry, where she wants to make change 
towards more sustainable production practices. The desire to ‘make 

world a better place’ comes from her long time hobby scouting, 
where she has also been practising her leadership skills in various 

volunteering projects. She also has at least one DIY project in 
progress all the time.

“Just because it is, 
doesn't mean it 
should be.” -Australia 
(movie)

Nora has slept in a 
igloo build from 

snow.

www.linkedin.com/in/nora-sa
arinen-04aa7088

  Finland

      USA

Jeffery has an insatiable need to keep moving forward. He believes 
this stems from being a child of young parents constantly moving to the 

next opportunity. Whether it was making friends on a playground in a 
new school or going off and exploring some new piece of nature, he has 
always had this endless curiosity for what was beyond the horizon. This 

push to move forward and find new things is ever resent in his 
academic and professional careers. While working on his BBA in 

Economics at The University of Iowa, he took a wide range of courses 
in the arts, business, and engineering, as well as pursued many 
leadership roles in countless organizations. Currently, he is the 

co-founder and current Chief Operations Officer of babl.ai. A research 
consultancy that audits artificial intelligence algorithms for ethical 

bias. Going into his MSLS year, Jeffery is excited to work with a wide 
range of brilliant minds looking to help solve some of the world’s most 

challenging problems.

Jeffery has been 
known to screem 
when jumping into 
the cold Baltic off 

the shores of 
Karlskrona.

“Somewhere, something 
incredible is waiting to be 

known.” - Carl Sagan

https://linkedin.com/in/jeff
ery-recker-02635910b

Jeffery           
Recker 

Nora             
Saarinen
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Vanessa graduated from an interdisciplinary and international BSc. in 
Environmental and Sustainability Studies from Leuphana University 
Lüneburg, and co-founded of a non-for profit initiative connecting 
farmers and consumers across countries based on the principles of 
Community Supported Agriculture. Being a curious, empathetic and 
imaginative person, she is constantly questioning and developing her 

ideas for a better world. 
Spending a year as an exchange student in Adelaide, Australia was an 
important chapter in her life - she experienced both struggles and 

kindness, stunning nature, grew a deeper awareness for her 
privileges… this flowed into the whish to make a positive 

contribution, to study sustainability, tackle root causes, transform 
ideas into reality. In developing her initiative, she experienced the 

magic of a shared purpose, the importance of the how in 
collaborating. By participating in MSLS, she aims to grow her 

capacities to become a leader she wishes to see in this world. Having 
a love for gathering humans around a table, she also hopes to 

increase her hoard of inspirations for new recipes.

"You cannot go 
through  a single day 
without having an 
impact on the world 
around you. What you 
do makes a difference 
and you have to decide 
what kind of a 
difference you want to 
make.” —Jane Goodall

Vanessa love to bake 
bread to alleviate 

stress, but believes 
it tastes better 

when done in a good 
mood.

vanessa_mark@web.de

  Germany

Vanessa             
Mark

      Brazil

Recognizing 
vulnerability is a 

gift that should be 
used to instill a 
deep sense of 
empathy in us.

Victor has started his 
journey to MSLS four 

months before the 
course start, and 
wasn't sure if he 

would be able to join 
because of his Italian 
citizenship recognition 

process.

victorfassina@gmail.com

Victor          
Barboza Fassina 

Victor comes from the south of Brazil, close to Uruguay and 
Argentina, has a background in production engineering but believes 

that instead of optimizing processess to produce more and more, we 
need to actually redesign the system. He works for several Brazilian 
organizations in order to promote social inclusion through circular 
economy related opportunities, mostly shortening the way between 
informal popular waste-pickers closer and the industry to promote 

mutual benefits.
Victor is a big fan of his football team, Internacional de Porto 
Alegre, and used to go to every match, loves cycling in the busy 

trafic streets of his hometown but also needs a break from time to 
time to recover his energies at the beach or at the camp. He loves 

being in company of friends, family, enjoying some beers around the 
barbecue.
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"OUR GREATEST CHALLENGE
IS NOT...

CLIMATE CHANGE, POLLUTION, 
DEFORESTATION, DECLINING FRESH 

WATER TABLES, SHRINKING 
PHOSPHATE RESERVES, POVERTY, 
TERRORISM, FINANCIAL CRISES, 

GREED... 
BUT..

OUR LEADERS OFTEN DO NOT LEAD! "

-Dr. Karl-Henrik Robert
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