Master’s Programme in Strategic
Leadership towards Sustainability

The MSLS programme is founded on the basic premise that to
achieve a sustainable society within such a complex system as
is society in the biosphere, we must first understand the basic
functioning of the system and the principles for sustaining our
life on Earth. Our chances of achieving what we want in the
future are enhanced if we have a clear definition of where we
are going and have a systematic and structured approach to
planning and decision-making.
The MSLS programme revolves around two integrated themes:
strateg ic sustainable development (SSD) - a science-based,
strategic approach for planning towards sustainability; and
organisational learning and leadership (OLL) - practising
leadership to effectively create change towards sustainability.

MSLS 2015

Statement of Purpose

Spread A Culture Of Caring
Our purpose and intention is to learn, apply, grow,
and create a culture of sustainability, in order to drive
positive change across the globe.
Learn - We will learn, develop, improve, practice and share the
skills necessary to inspire, influence and convey knowledge.

Apply - To create and keep a chaordic learning space in which
we can take advantage of the diversity of experience within the
group in order to be creative and bring concepts to life.

Grow - Individuals respecting diversity, cultivating perseverance
and resilience, overcoming limiting beliefs, and awakening to
our purpose, and identifying what we can bring to the team.

Culture - To create spaces that foster and encourage authenticity,
empowering fellow MSLSers to achieve their purposes, forming a
community of collaboration based on listening, understanding,
love and respect - in and beyond the classroom.

Alla Kudryashova - Italy avk.bth@gmail.com
Alla was born in Moscow, Russia, and having seen her country rush into capitalism,
Alla saw the importance of investing in knowledge and education. Alla got her
Bachelors and Masters degrees in management, majoring in environmental safety.
After graduation, she joined an audit and consulting firm, experiencing first hand
what the “office jungle” is like. After two years at the firm, Alla got headhunted by a
widely renowned communications agency. Meanwhile working with communication,
Alla discovered the international language Esperanto and became an activist on
a local, national and international level. Being an activist allowed Alla to travel
throughout Europe, participating in congresses, workshops and organizing events,
meeting lots of wonderful people from all around the world in the process. The
friendly and intercultural environment she experienced made Alla concerned and
involved in gender biases and social inclusion. Later on, Alla moved to Bologna,
Italy by way of Zlin, Chech Republic where she was freelancing in the marketing and
internationalization fields. Alla started the MSLS programme in 2014 and hopes that
the knowledge acquired in Karlskrona will allow her to help businesses, communities
and institutions become sustainable. Alla loves art-house movies, photography,
hiking and picnics with friend as well as the smell of a freshly cut lawn and pastries
straight out of the oven.

Anne Troost - Germany anne.troost@web.de
Anne grew up in Rheurdt, a small village near Duisburg in North Rhine Westphalia,
Germany. When studying Business Administration in Düsseldorf she realized that
this Bachelor programme was only about increasing profits and she felt that this could
not be everything. For her, there was an important part missing: the real needs of
people, such as happiness and health, and also the scarcity of resources. Hence she
started studying Sustainability Economics and Management in Oldenburg and became engaged in sneep (student network for ethics in economics and practice) and
tried to live her own life more consciously in terms of sustainability. However, she
knew that unsustainability is a global problem, so she wanted to orientate her studies
internationally in order to broaden her horizons and meet people from all over the
world. Finally, she began to study MSLS in Karlskrona. She is curious to learn how she
can contribute to a better world and inspire others to do the same. Anne enjoys vegan
cooking, sports, bicycling, photography, travelling and being together with her family
and friends.

Annica C. Lindh - Sweden annicalindh@telia.com
Annica was born and raised in Sweden, and now lives in Karlskrona. Since early childhood she has been involved in environmental and health issues. In 1994 she qualified
as a massage therapist. Some years later, in 1999, she came across the Natural step,
which led her to studying on the Spatial planning programme at BTH (Masters in
Science in Spatial Planning, 2009) and later to the MSLS programme. Annica is fond
of writing and is a co-author of the anthology ”Bladverk”, 2011. She likes to dance,
nature, travelling etc. Her vision is to be able to combine spatial planning in a broader
sense with sustainability work in the future.

Atanas Genkov - Bulgaria atanas.genkov@gmail.com
Atanas was born in Gabrovo, a town in the heart of Bulgaria, soaked with entrepreneurship, humour and the spirit of the Balkan Mountains. He grew up in a healthy
balance of modern city life, ancient rural traditions and enchanting wildlife. From an
early age he loved to explore mountains and fields, making friends with nature and
its wisdom. While studying at the National Aprilov High School, he discovered more
diverse passions, such as orienteering, agriculture, nutrition, youth work, travelling,
hitch-hiking, writing, acting, photography, leadership and sustainability. In his Bachelor studies, he challenged himself with Computer Sciences, until he fell in love with
AIESEC – the world’s largest student-run organisation, where he volunteered actively
for 5 years, taking various leadership roles and finally leading the entire organisation at national level. He concluded his AIESEC experience with an internship in the
e-learning business in Toronto, Canada. Once back home, he took another path, as
a free-lance trainer in the NGO sector where he further explored Non-formal education. For three years he developed and delivered training courses all over Europe,
while working with programmes like Youth in Action and Global Libraries. Among
others, he worked with Personal Development and Coaching, largely with the Olde
Vechte Foundation in the Netherlands. Today he is joining the MSLS community with
the intention to integrate Sustainability in his training courses, educate and inspire
more and more young people to work together as a community towards a sustainable
world of Peace, Harmony, Love and Joy.

Carolin Koenning - Germany carolin.koenning@uni-oldenburg.de
Carolin grew up in a place where the animals had names and where people were in
no need of traffic lights. While getting her Bachelors degree in Social Sciences she
worked at an institute for trend research, that specializes in energy economics. It
was during this time that she got her first glance at the sustainability field. Carolin
started her Masters in Sustainability Economics and Management, meanwhile being
part of starting a political youth organization in her township to enable young
people to contribute to the development of their region. Carolin has been engaged
in working with the youth in her community for many years. Inspired by her studies
she started to bring the “sustainability issue” into her everyday life and try to use
the transformative power of the community to create awareness. Since a very young
age, Carolin used to start sentences with “when I am grown up...”. As a person she is
interested in new challenges and is still growing personally. She wants to tick off some
things and add a lot more to the sentence during her stay in Sweden. Carolin joined
the MSLS programme in order to make a life-enhancing experience and is excited to
discover what the future has in store for her.

Cecilia Soares Braga - Brazil cecilia.csb@gmail.com
Cecília was born in Belo Horizonte, Brazil. She grew up being curious about the way
people lived in different countries and cultures. Her interest on how those differences
were sharing with and relating to each other in the world led her to pursue a Bachelor’s
degree in International Relations. At the university, she became aware of environmental
issues and decided to focus her bachelor thesis on global environmental governance.
In the mean time, she was also dedicating herself to understanding the sustainability
challenge, especially in the corporate sector. Seeking a meaningful career, she had
a great start working with an international NGO as a fundraiser for education and
protection projects for Brazilian children. Although doing very meaningful work,
she was still restless about the lack of dialogue, harmony and humanness in several
situations she faced. At MSLS, Cecilia seeks to develop new skills and acquire new
knowledge, sharing experiences and learning from the MSLS community, in order
to contribute to a more sustainable and harmonic society, inspiring people and
promoting change.

Christopher Busiku - Zambia cbusiku0@yahoo.com
Christopher Busiku was born and raised in rural Zambia. Mostly brought up by
his grandmother, Christopher experienced material and social deprivations in his
childhood, a factor that awakened in him a firm interest in development. Following
successful studies in high school, he went on to professional studies in Social Work.
Christopher has held responsible positions in International development organizations
including the UN where he encountered challenges around forecasting unintended
consequences of development programs; and getting consensus on the tradeoffs
required in development efforts. This has further heightened his desire to learn more
in order to become a highly effective development practitioner.He expects that the
MSLS programme will empower him to introduce and mainstream sustainability
assessment, planning, intervention and management into mineral development,
public infrastructure construction and governance initiatives in Zambia.

Davide Vitrani - Italy david.vitrani@gmail.com
Davide was born in Milan, Italy in 1991 and is the oldest of three siblings. Davide
discovered his passion for studying at an early age and was particularly fond of the
scientific subjects and in high school, Davide grew more and more fond of mathematics. Davide considers himself to be rational person, who loves to be in control of every
situation and not afraid of a challenge. Davide’s dream is to move to New York City,
the beating heart of finance and a “Mecca” of an aspiring investment banker like himself. Davide got his BSc in Management and Industrial engineering from Politecnico
di Milano in 2013 and is currently in grad school, majoring in finance. Davide is in
Sweden at BTH through the Erasmus exchange program, where he’s looking to improve his English skills and experience what it’s like working with people from all over
the world. Davide is certain that this semester in Karlskrona is going to facilitate his
personal growth, on a personal level and as a professional.

Dirk Propfe - Germany / Mexico dirkpropfe@gmail.com
Dirk is half Mexican, half German, and currently resides in Toronto, Canada. He
is a successful entrepreneur in the technology space and is very passionate about
sustainability. He believes strategic sustainable development can drive breakthrough
innovation and give purpose and meaning to any organization. Dirk is a Principal at
ET Group, a leading Canadian company focused on delivering high-end collaboration
solution to government, corporate, and higher education clients across Canada. He
is also a Co-Founder of World Sports Buddies, a community and online platform
for people passionate about sports and travel. Dirk has a Business Degree from the
Richard Ivey School of Business (2006) as well as a Master of Environment and
Business from the University of Waterloo (2014). His areas of expertise include
managing high growth companies, building high performance teams, management
consulting, and collaboration technologies. Dirk joined the MSLS programme to hone
his leadership and facilitation skills, to learn a holistic framework that allows for
strategic sustainable development, and to continue developing a global community
of changemakers that will help us transition towards a sustainable society. He has
two main goals; to transform small and medium sized businesses around the world so
they actively contribute towards creating a sustainable society, and to continuously
inspire people around him to reach their dreams.

Ekaterina Gloukhova - Russia kateglou@outlook.com
Ekaterina was born and raised in Moscow, the capital of Russia, the biggest and most
diverse country in the world. Since her early childhood her parents started to introduce
her to a variety of different places and cultures, by taking her and her brother to other
countries all over the globe. This probably predefined her passion for travelling and
her future choice of education. After graduating from the University in Moscow with
a bachelor’s degree in tourism and hospitality management, she began working in one
of the major French hotel chains – Accor. But making her final career choice based on
just this single work experience did not feel right, so she spent several years working
in marketing and event management. But only 5 years after her graduation she felt
like she found her real calling – by taking a management position on sustainability
and corporate social responsibility in a big Swiss production company. There she
spent three and a half years of real passion: sustainable approach to business and
providing a variety of opportunities to companies and people severely changed many
of her previous views and beliefs. In February 2014 the crazy idea to combine both of
her passions – travelling and sustainability – multiplied by some efforts, led her to
the MSLS programme at BTH in Karlskrona. And she knows that this is her time of
learning, change and reassessment, which has already begun.

Eva Milletorp - Sweden evamilletorp@hotmail.com
Eva was born and raised in Ronneby, Sweden. She is a facilitator for change, has a
background in coaching, co-ordination, administration, customer relations and
project management. Eva has set up and produced social entrepreneurial projects
and start-ups, such as Flow Society and Blekinge Wellness Festival. She has a broad
experience of international environments from posts held at the UNHCR and the
Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs, as well as private companies abroad. Most
recently she worked as an educator at Barcelona Activa. She has lived in Denmark, the
UK, France, Serbia, Spain, Switzerland and the US. From these experiences she has
gathered a profound understanding of different cultures and society’s impacts on our
thought system, which enhances her empathic connection with people from all walks
of life and in all kinds of situations. Eva has a BA in Business Administration, with
a major in Entrepreneurship. She is an ICF coach and NLP Business Communication
Practitioner with a burning desire to make a difference in the world. Eva aspires to
establish contact with and guide individuals towards creating a healthier and more
sustainable lifestyle. In this way her aim is to inspire and facilitate the movement
of change, step by step. To build a new sustainable society through international
coordination of projects, coaching leaders to understand the framework of
sustainability, or through the facilitation of social entrepreneurship and/or the
creation of conscious communities/economies.

Fredrik Härnby - Sweden fredrik.harnby@gmail.com
Fredrik is a nutritionist by training but an environmentalist by profession. In recent
years he went from being an inspector of compliance with the Swedish environmental
legislations to being a strategic planner towards sustainability at a municipal level.
Fredrik shortly realized that he didn’t know enough about sustainability in order
to be successful at his job, so he figured; why not learn from the best? The MSLS
programme at BTH was the natural choice for Fredrik, and the proximity to his
hometown allows for him commute in by train everyday. Fredrik hopes to be able to
take the knowledge he acquires at MSLS to his hometown and make it sustainable.

Frida Svanhall - Sweden frida.svanhall@gmail.com
Frida Svanhall was born and raised in Karlskrona. She enjoyed growing up in the
garden of Sweden where a lot of time was spent in the beautiful nature with her
friends and family as well as at the stables with her furry four legged friends as
horseback riding was her number one interest. She moved away from Karlskrona
in order to go to school and kept on moving around, trying different lives and
different jobs. Eventually she ended up in San Diego, California where she earned
her Computer Science degree. A few years ago, she moved back to Karlskrona where
she currently lives with her husband and three girls, loving to be home in this
beautiful part of Sweden and now attending MSLS with the hopes of finding a path
to contribution and a larger purpose.

Hantao Cai - China 649979009@qq.com
Hantao Cai was born in Taiyuan, Shanxi province in China. Taiyuan has the most
mineral resources in China and is one of the cities in China currently developing
heavy industry. This is the reason why Hantao Cai majored in mechanical electronic
engineering in Shanghai Second Polytechnic University and decided to focus on
manipulator research. After graduating from MSLS, he hopes to bring the concept
of Sustainable development to factories and enterprises in China, to improve the
industrial environment. Hantao strives to build environment-friendly enterprises,
and help companies to complete the sustainability transformation. Hantao also has
a strong interest in construction and was encouraged by his parents to gain some
experience in this area. During 2012 he gained real life experience in this area by
working with Yuhui Real Estate Development Co., Ltd in Taiyuan. Since urbanization
has become a serious issue in China, Hantao is determined to bring his knowledge in
sustainability to use by improving people´s lives and contribute to society.

Helena Warnecke - Germany helena.warnecke@gmx.de
Helena grew up in a small city near Hannover, Germany. At the age of 15 she got her
first intercultural experience going to high school in New Zealand for one year. It was
during her time in New Zealand that Helena’s passion for traveling and nature developed. After high school Helena moved to Bavaria to study International Management.
During her Bachelor studies Helena had the opportunity to enrich her education by
spending one semester in Spain and one semester in Indonesia. Failing to find real
meaning from her undergraduate studies, Helena reoriented herself and began her
Masters in Sustainability Economics and Management. In grad school, Helena can
combine her love for nature with a solid education that will allow her to do something
meaningful for the planet and the people populating it. Helena came to Sweden joining the MSLS programme to get a deeper knowledge about sustainability. Studying
with an intercultural group of people who share the same values, Helena hopes to get
inspired, learn how to inspire others and drive positive change throughout the world.

Jannike Nordesson - Sweden nordensson@gmail.com
Jannike Nordensson is a storyteller, born and raised in Stockholm but has lived in
London, the Swedish countryside and presently in small-town Karlskrona. Jannike’s
journey through the educational system is diverse and exploratory with a bachelor
degree in psychology as major subject and theology, Jungian psychology, photography,
Human Resource Management and tourism-studies as side-ingredients. Jannike’s
passion lies in contributing to sustainability in social systems, particular for families
and children, by translating facts and theories into easy understanding, for everyday
use. As an example, Jannike’s debut-novel “Sjöhäxan” (The Seawitch) explained the
background and presented a possible solution for the dying Baltic sea, in a love-story
within an entrepreneurial context. By attending the MSLS programme Jannike aims
to knit together her skills with the FSSD-concept to create a safe and sound mental
enviroment for future generations.

Jean Pierre Candiotti - Peru jeanpierrecb@hotmail.com
Jean Pierre is an enthusiastic explorer of life who decided to move from Peru to Sweden to live with his fiancée, Sofia. In 2009 he obtained his bachelor’s degree in Management and International Business from Universidad Peruana de Ciencias Aplicadas (UPC) and began working with international logistics for the mining industry. In
2011 his passion for entrepreneurship led him to start Inca Spirit, a Peruvian brand
that manufactures and exports winter products made from alpaca fiber. Since arriving in Sweden in 2012 he has learned the Swedish language and completed an MBA
with a profile on Entrepreneurship at one of the most recognized universities in Europe when it comes to family business and entrepreneurship, JIBS (Jonkoping International Business School). He wrote his masters thesis in cooperation with The Swedish Farmers’ Association (LRF) on the topic of Innovation Systems in the Swedish
Forestry Sector. At JIBS he was co-founder of Re-Act (Responsible in Actions), a student organization promoting projects in sustainable development. In 2014 he started
the MSLS programme in order to gain the precise knowledge necessary to manage
sustainability projects and pursue socio-ecological entrepreneurship. He is looking
to develop collaborations within sustainability projects that link Latin America and
Europe.

Jenna McNeil - Canada jennalmcneil@gmail.com
Jenna craves movement and fresh air, and is deeply grateful to have been receiving
both in abundance since childhood, thanks to her adventurous parents who split their
time between the oceanside town of Tsawwassen, and their family homestead in the
interior of British Columbia. Despite her tendency to seek out wild places, Jenna has
also been passionate about the transformative power of sustainable urban design
and policy since she was in high school. This interest led her to move to Vancouver,
where she competed as a varsity student-athlete at the University of British Columbia
and pursued a trans-disciplinary sustainability education. She found a home in the
Human Geography department, but still worked tirelessly to customize her degree
by including stints studying sustainability at other universities, interning at UBC’s
Centre for Interactive Research on Sustainability and pursuing field studies in Europe
and South America. Jenna has dabbled in sustainability work across sectors and
has most recently developed a commitment to cooperatives and credit unions. This
motivated her to compliment her undergraduate studies with an Advanced Certificate
in Sustainable Business Leadership. While at BTH, Jenna aims to explore integrated
sustainability policy approaches that have the potential to generate awareness of
the connections between health, ecology, economic prosperity and social justice.
Inevitably, her time in Karlskrona will also be spent cooking, working out, playing
in the ocean, exploring on her new purple bike and daydreaming with a cup of coffee.

Jonas Ernst - Germany jonasernst@posteo.de
Jonas grew up in Aalen at the edge of the Swabian Alb. Team sports, youth work and a
close link to nature shaped his character and created the basis for his understanding
of community and leadership. After school and one year of civil service he began his
bachelor studies in Business Economics in cooperation with a multinational health
care company. Challenging change management tasks, great colleagues as well as
studying and working abroad made it a very educational and valuable time. But the
experiences and insights he gained during those three years made him realize that
this way of doing business and working and dealing with each other is not consistent
with his idea of leadership and what a sustainable working environment should look
like. Driven by the desire to learn a better way of leadership and his wish to make
a positive difference in society, he was ready to take the next leap and he was lucky
enough to learn about MSLS. At BTH Jonas is ready to learn, share and experience
whatever it takes to find and develop his personal sustainable way of living, as well as
his approach to leading enterprises and organizations, in order to move society in a
sustainable direction while enabling and inspiring others to do the same.

Julia Gossenberger - Germany julia.gossenberger@web.de
Julia grew up in a small village of 3000 souls near Karlsruhe in Southern Germany,
well-protected and far away from the challenges of the world around her. After
finishing school, Julia moved away from her hometown to discover “the world” – she
obtained her undergraduate degree in Media Management in Stuttgart, Germany.
During her studies, which focused mainly on viewing figures and “making the
headlines”, she realized that there was an important part missing. One hour away
from her home, she was confronted with the wasteful behavior of life in the city. In her
private life she had long been concerned with the scarcity of resources and how society
wastes them and wanted to contribute to a sustainable society. During an internship
she found one missing piece of the puzzle: sustainable development in the business
context. After completing her bachelor’s degree and another internship in the field
of sustainability communications she started studying Sustainability Economics and
Management. But again she felt that these studies were not enough to learn how to
change something in the world and in people’s behavior and thinking. So she decided
to attend MSLS in Karlskrona, discovering the last missing piece of the puzzle. Here
she found community and wonderful people with a common purpose. Julia enjoys
cooking, vegan baking and talking about food and recipes.

Julian Castro - Argentina/Italy julian.castro5813@gmail.com
Julian is from Buenos Aires, Argentina. As soon as he moved with his parents to Italy,
he quickly gave up trying to make Italians pronounce his name correctly. Emigrating
to another country as a child allowed him to feel like a citizen of the world and at
home everywhere, as long as there is a guitar waiting for him. He loves dancing tango,
playing the guitar and cannot live without music. Julian obtained his bachelor’s
degree in Economics from the University of Florence, with a focus on Environmental
Economics. His thesis work saw him collaborating with the Department of Geology in
Florence and Amphos 21 Consulting for the analysis of the economic impacts of largescale use of biochar, a porous solid substance generated by pyrolisis of biomass. He is
a member of the local committee of Legambiente, the most important environmental
organization in Italy. Julian has collaborated with Libera, an Italian association that
strives to promote law and justice against the Mafia through a number of initiatives
to raise public awareness about the environmental impacts of organized crime. He
dreams of creating a company that will provide low-cost sustainable solutions and
renewable energies for developing countries. Julian is currently working on the
creation of a geolocalized crowdfunding platform.

Lars Runesson - Sweden lars.runesson@outlook.com
Lars grew up with his mum, dad and two sisters on a farm in Karlskrona Sweden. Here
his parents have both an agricultural and forest farm with a variety of animals such
as cows, horses, dogs and cats. Since the farm is ecological, and the countryside with
all its wildlife has always been a part of Lars’s life, sustainable thinking for a thriving
environment is important to him. This explains his reasons behind choosing to
study on the Natural Science high school programme with a focus on environmental
science. Those three years inspired him to want to learn more about the field; so after
a spending a year in Lund doing his Swedish military service, Lars went to Linnaeus
University in Växjö and took a Bachelor’s degree in energy technology. Now he’s back
in Karlskrona to take part in the MSLS programme to connect his knowledge of energy
technology with an education in strategic leadership towards sustainability. Besides
the environment, Lars is passionate about cars and he hopes that one day he will work
with sustainable means of transport.

Lena Sander - Germany l.d.sander@hotmail.com
Lena is driven by curiosity for new experiences, exploring the world and different
cuisines. After being born and raised in the maritime city of Hamburg, Germany,
she started her first adventure abroad in the beautiful state of Washington, USA.
The time there did not only broaden her horizon about the American way of life,
but she also got inspired by her host parents who spent major time in the kitchen,
cooking and preserving produce from their own garden and sparked Lena’s interest
in gardening, holistic nutrition and a more sustainable lifestyle. After finishing high
school in Germany and working and traveling New Zealand and South East Asia, she
started studying Socioeconomics in Hamburg and Seoul, which introduced her to the
business world. Soon she began working in strategy and CSR and examined in her
thesis, whether consumers are driven by similar motives when they invest sustainably
as when they buy organic food products. During writing the thesis, Lena realized not
only, that this field of exploration combines all of her passions, but also that there still
is a need to close the gap between consumer’s good intentions and actions. Therefore
she went to explore social compliance in a textile retail company before she came
to Karlskrona to gain the skills to inspire and empower people to implement much
needed changes towards a more sustainable world.

Lina Nordström - Sweden linanordstrom@gmail.com
Lina has her roots in the small town of Ronneby, Sweden, just 30 kms west of
Karlskrona and BTH. However, her journey to reach MSLS was somewhat longer. Born
with itchy feet and a desire to see the world she studied Spanish and spent a year
in Seville, Spain, before obtaining a Bachelor in Business Administration from the
University of Gothenburg. A semester abroad, studying at the Universidad de Chile,
in Santiago, Chile, got prolonged and lasted for over 11 years. During those years
she worked in marketing, primarily within the automobile industry, and confused
her Chilean friends with the complicated recycling system set up in her home. With
motherhood came the urge to change her priorities and, combined with two years at
the Swedish Embassy in Santiago, it awoke her slumbering passion for sustainability
and gender equality issues, as well as a thirst for new knowledge. Imagine her surprise
when she found what she was looking for just around the corner from her little home
town! In the future Lina hopes to contribute to the normalization of sustainability
thinking within corporations, so that future generations will be able to keep enjoying
this fantastic planet.

Lydia West-Dehlén - UK/Sweden lydia@westonline.net
Lydia is from an area of Dorset in England known as the Jurassic Coast. She grew
up playing on the beach looking for fossils, and enjoying the hand-me-down, homecooking, semi-feral life of a big family. Having moved to Brighton, where she gained
a Bachelor’s degree in Linguistics, and experience working in newspaper and book
publishing, Lydia began to get itchy feet. So, after securing a TEFL qualification as
a means of travelling the world through teaching English, she arrived in Sweden in
1992 but has never left. Over the years working with high school students, as well
as running her own company teaching business English in companies, she has felt
a growing need for educating not only others but also herself; through MSLS she
hopes to go on to work with schools and companies in matters sustainable in general,
and new models of business in society in particular. A loather of Stuff, Lydia lives a
somewhat minimalist existence with her two teenage daughters and cat in a halfrenovated apartment in Karlskrona, where some of life’s finer moments are spent
enjoying film, books, music, growing things on her balcony, wine, discussion, long
fikas and second hand markets.

Maíra Rossini Rahme - Brazil maira.rahme@gmail.com
Maíra is originally from São Paulo, Brazil, and is interested in anything that conveys
beauty, meaning and truth into the world. Keen on solving problems, she chose to
pursue a degree in Design, followed by a specialization in Branding. Later, she joined
a training in Sweden called the International Youth Initiative Program (YIP), where
she learned about new paradigms and ways of being in the world. Returning to
Brazil, Maíra worked for three years as a creative strategist at Tátil Design, an awardwinning design agency. One of her main projects was to improve Tátil’s Branding
3.0 methodology, which supports brands to adapt to new paradigms and generate
sustainable value for society and the planet. In 2013, she was called back to Sweden
to work on YIP’s program coordination team. This year deepened her appreciation
for community, conviviality and new forms of education. She is now attending MSLS
to bridge and integrate her experience as a strategist and the insights gained at YIP
through hands on experience of leadership and sustainability. She is passionate about
oral storytelling and believes this medium carries great power to transmit important
messages effectively. She loves anything visual, graphic and aesthetic: when not
doodling on her notebooks she is either playing the piano or writing letters – old
fashioned style, with stamps and all!

Martina Cividini - Italy martina.cividini@gmail.com
Martina is from Milan, in Italy. She grew up moving with her grandparents between
Milan and the small city of Liguria. From this place comes her love for travelling,
the sea and for home cooking with family. Since she was a child, she has always been
attracted to environmental issues: at primary school with the support of her Mom she
wrote different numbers of a school newspaper called “ECO”, including curiosities,
fun facts and recent environmental issues. She studied Environmental Engineering at
Polytechnic University of Milan, and she was particularly interested in topics related
to ecology, modelling and management of natural resources. This led her to develop
a master thesis in collaboration with the French National Institute for Agricultural
Research in Avignon, aimed at developing a mathematical model for improving
knowledge of fruits trees and pathogens interactions and to derive basic principles
for efficient orchards management exploring alternative methods of control, rather
than pesticides. Through these experiences Martina understood more clearly the
importance of being in contact with motivated people in order to share different
points of view and create something together. She is very glad to join MSLS in order
to learn more about sustainability and to share her values with others, because she
strongly believes that the creation of a common understanding of the sustainability
challenge, especially starting with children, is one of the most important things in
creating a sustainable way of life.

Naomi Raja Boean - Netherlands naomiraja@gmail.com
Naomi grew up in a cozy and green city called Nijmegen in the Netherlands. Besides
the Dutch culture, parts of her roots stem from the Maluku Islands in Indonesia. She
is driven by her core values: curiosity, care, love, authenticity, and playfulness. Naomi
is passionate about organizational learning as well as the environmental and social
change aspects of sustainability. Apart from graduating in Organizational Science
and Governance (BA), she was part of starting the social business school Knowmads
as a member of the first “tribe”. Naomi has also participated in various workshops and
trainings related to community development and social change. Her love for working in teams, connecting people and bringing them together, brought her to various
fields. She’s worked in industries as varied as health care and the energy sector to
social entrepreneurship and local gardening initiatives. Naomi believes change starts
from within. During her year at MSLS, she hopes to develop stronger purpose and
gain a deeper understanding about the foundations of sustainability to practice, inspire and convey action for a better world.

Nell Goepel - USA nell.goepel@gmail.com
Nell grew up in a small, suburban city in the midwest of the United States, spending
her time being active in the beautiful natural environment of that region. After
graduating high school she craved a new experience and a new worldview, and studied
Sociology at the University of Minnesota. While exploring human interactions,
population trends, and culture, Nell’s interest in working within diverse communities
was awakened. After receiving her bachelor’s degree, Nell served in AmeriCorps with
an after-school multicultural leadership program for urban teens that are considered
at-risk of failing academically. She was amazed by the teens’ passion for change,
capacity for leadership and acceptance and inclusion diverse perspectives. She found
what she was looking for. For six years now, Nell has been creating spaces for urban
teens to discover their voice, practice their leadership, share and celebrate their
cultures and make the changes they wish to see in their community. Now it’s her
turn to grow. Nell has wandered far from the USA to BTH in hopes to find a space to
challenge herself, develop her leadership and find how to incorporate sustainability
into her work. Nell’s vision is to create grassroots change with passionate community
members towards a more healthy and sustainable future.

Oskar Schwarzin -Germany oskar.schwarzin@gmail.com
Oskar has always enjoyed travelling and exploring the world and its diversity of
cultures. Very early on, he developed the thought of leaving his hometown Düsseldorf
in Germany to visit different places. His first stop brought him to Moundridge,
Kansas, where he stayed with an amazing family at the tender age of 16 to attend High
School and learn about the ways of the “American Dream”. After finishing high school
and some time spent working and travelling in Australia, completing his Bachelor’s in
Tourism Management in the Netherlands and working for various tour operators in
Thailand and Ecuador, he felt the urge to start making use of his time on this Earth
in a more meaningful manner for society. A very random encounter at Wageningen
University in the Netherlands brought him on this path to Karlskrona, BTH and the
MSLS family and, one month into the program, it seems like one of the best decisions
he has ever made. Oskar is very much looking forward to improving on his sense of
community and embracing the strength of the group, something he has not done
enough in the past and contributing to the much-needed change in our society in
order for us to continue our existence on this amazing planet we call home.

Qiyang Liu - China uinqqiqyamg@cb3-com
Liu was born in Kunming which has the best environment in China. He traveled
throughout the world with his diplomat grandmother when he was 3 years old but he
cannot remember anything about that now. Because of his passion for art, he chose
bridge engineering as his major in Southeast University in Nanjing, the former capital
city of China. After graduating, he went to Tongji Architectural Design (Group) Co.
During that time, he participated in the design and construction of Maanshan Yangtzi
River Highway Bridge, which is the biggest multi-pylon cable-stayed bridge in the world
and Zhoushan Cross Sea Bridge. He also reformed the plan of the overpass system in
some southern city. At university, he has also done some research on new materials
which can be used as substitutions for steel and some other pavement materials like
Basalt Fiber Reinforced Polymer Bar for Continuously Reinforced Concrete Pavement
and Cement Stabilized Gravel with Waste Rubber Particle. Someday he found that
the real challenge of transport system is not material and construction, the key point
is how people use it. He also worked in a transport policy department on improving
public transportation systems. In order to make some change, he came to attend the
MSLS program this year to learn how to build a sustainable transportation system.

Salla Kuuluvainen - Finland sallakuu@gmail.com
Salla has lived most of her life in Helsinki, Finland, except for some months spent in
the Philippines, Thailand, Australia, Germany and Iceland. Salla has been interested
in sustainability from a young age, and has explored in different ways concepts like
permaculture, ecovillages, communities, ecological food, sustainable cities, activism,
facilitation and non-profit management. Salla identifies herself with being a dreamer
and doer, and her all-time favourite book is “Always Coming Home” by Ursula le Guin,
which is a a beautiful, visionary eco-utopia. Salla is also herself a proud author of an
urban gardening book, and is currently working on a second book about leadership in
voluntary organizations. She hopes to be able to continue working professionally for a
better world and inspire others towards a more sustainable future.

Shafiq al Lidawi - Jordan shafiq.liddawi@gmail.com
Shafiq was born in Zarqa city, Jordan and now lives in Karlskrona, Sweden with his
fiancée. When growing up, Shafiq’s guardians always bombarded him with questions
about what he wanted to be when he grew up. To get them off his back, he opted to
stick to “atomic scientist” as his immediate answer, even though he didn’t understand
what the term meant at the time. Later on, he made a decision to become an electrical
engineer. He recently graduated from the Blekinge Institute of Technology with a
Bachelor’s degree in Electrical Engineering, with telecommunications. Shafiq’s goal
with the MSLS programme is to build his understanding of the concepts that influence
and contribute to sustainability changes within organizations, and gain opportunities
in developing leadership and management skills, particularly in dialogue, so that he
could move forward and achieve his goals and aspirations. As a person, Shafiq gets
things done on time, with a high degree of quality and accuracy, is structured in his
daily life, and strives to be problem-solving oriented. He likes learning from other
cultures, both playing and listening to music, reading, playing football, and spending
time with friends and family.

Silvia Erimasita - Indonesia erimasita@gmail.com
Silvia was born in Indonesia. She spent her childhood in a variety of cities in
Indonesia, which brought her to have an understanding of different cultures and
experience adventures in Indonesia. She has always been passionate about flowers
since her childhood. This led her to pursue her bachelor’s degree in agriculture with a
major in horticulture. While writing her thesis, she was involved in the supply chain
and eager to find out more about the relationship between humans as the consumers
and natural resources as the producers. While studying she took the opportunity to
explore other sides of herself by working as a radio announcer and later moving on to
become a journalist for the local newspapers. After graduating she worked with Helen
Keller International NGO, where she had the opportunity to continue her studies for
a master’s degree in the Netherlands with a major in organic agriculture. Spending
half of her life in the Netherlands she was able to put her mind and soul into a bigger
perspective. She became more passionate and motivated about sustainability issues.
She then started to be involved in some local groups and international NGO’s related
to agriculture and sustainability. Currently, she is working as a consultant for WWF
Indonesia for a marine area protection project. Being in the MSLS programme, she
hopes to develop leadership skills to integrate agriculture into human society again
as well as create environmental awareness among people.

Ezekiel Wafula Wepundi - Kenya kellywepundi@gmail.com
Ezekiel comes from Kenya, a country rich in culture in Eastern Africa. He spent
his childhood in 5 different towns within Kenya, and therefore got to experience
society in its richness, diversity and growth. Born in the green and fertile town of
Eldoret, Ezekiel developed a strong fondness of nature. He has always had the will to
be a major contributor, not only to spreading a culture of environmental protection
within society and its rigorous development, but also to actively rejuvenate it where
harm has been done. This passion led him to study his bachelor’s in Landscape
Architecture at the Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology in
Nairobi. He was motivated to do research and design proposals in “the rejuvenation
of environmentally depleted industrial river corridors”. After his studies, Ezekiel got
involved in landscape design, residential architecture, and site planning, and then
later on got into project management practice. He also found a community of “fearless
influencers” in Nairobi, from whom he gets the charge and accountability to be a
change agent. His job experiences led him to believe that for society’s problems to be
solved, the world would need active leaders to come together and, together, influence
change. He therefore applied for the MSLS programme at BTH, so that he could better
equip himself with leadership skills, network with like-minded peers, and go back to
society to positively influence the world towards change.

Tianxiang Mo - China 180743@qq.com
Tianxiang Mo was born in Shanghai, which is the economic center of China. The
economy there is developing rapidly, which leads to many pollution problems. Mo has
once worked in a Chinese company as a sales engineer. This company produced air
conditioning. Doing his work, he realized that the air conditioning industry in China
does not protect the environment enough: The company’s first consideration was profit,
then came environmental protection. He wants to change this current reality. Mo had
the chance to come to BTH as an exchange student. He likes challenges and wanted
to improve his English, so he came to Sweden. He applied for the MSLS programme
in order to learn skills and acquire knowledge about sustainability, so when he comes
back home, he can contribute to building a sustainable society in China. He believes
that sustainability is the trend of social development, and he wants to be a pioneer in
this field. He trusts that through his own efforts, the world will be better tomorrow.

Vihra Dincheva - Bulgaria vihra_dincheva@hotmail.com
Vihra was born and raised in Bulgaria. She has always been curious to explore different
countries and cultures, but also to undertake new challenges, see different viewpoints
and stay open to new ideas. Her journey brought her to Osnabrueck, Germany, where
she studied International Business & Management and also to Irkutsk, Russia where
she spent a semester abroad. After her graduation, Vihra moved to Frankfurt and
worked for six years as a management consultant. One day she heard about Impact
Investments and this exposed her to a whole new world of information. With small
steps she began developing the topic within her company. Meanwhile, with a group of
friends, she started organizing charity and informational events, sharing ideas and
inspiration on how to make the world a better place. Her private and professional
interest was driving her more and more towards the topic of sustainability. Vihra is
happy to be who she is, to follow her intuition and to keep a big smile on her face.
Joining the MSLS programme felt like the natural next step in her life and her first
impressions have exceeded every expectation.

Yasmin Barroso Bastos - Brazil yasminmin@hotmail.com

Yasmin started her journey in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Later on she moved to a small
city in the countryside of Brazil and split her time between these two places which
gave her the opportunity to enjoy both beaches and waterfalls. She began travelling
at a young age and soon discovered a desire to experience new cultures and places.
Family is what originally brought Yasmin to Karlskrona, and family was also where
she first heard about the MSLS programme in 2005. After numerous inspiring stories
and meeting some of the attendees she gained an interest in attending MSLS her self.
The atmosphere of the program has always been somewhat different than what she
considered “normal” for a master’s program. By the time she was ready to graduate
and take her Bachelor’s degree in Marketing, she had to plan her next step in life. By
consulting important people in her life she finally decided to apply to MSLS. She has
already learned a lot in these few weeks and cannot wait to see what the rest of this
year has in store for her.

Yini Han - China yinihan52@aliyun.com
Yini was born and raised in Beijing, China, a city that is suffering from environmental
impacts. Witnessing the effects of pollution first hand, Yini has taken it upon herself
to create a better environment for present and future generations. After obtaining
a Bachelor’s degree in Law, Yini went to work for a bank but felt unsatisfied with
being devoted to solely maximizing profits. In order to pursuit her goal of creating a
better environment for generations to come, Yini joined Camco, which is the biggest
CDM developer active in emission reduction and clean energy development in the
U.S., Europe, Africa and Asia where she worked as a research assistant conducting
market research, focusing on renewable energy and clean technologies. Yini was later
promoted to investment analyst, conducting detailed financial modeling and due
diligence investigations. A new journey started for Yini in 2013 when she started
working for an innovative transportation system initiative that helps entrepreneurs
achieve their visions of being sustainable. Through her attendance at MSLS, Yini
expects to be able to inspire more people to contribute to a sustainable society.

Zahrasadat Hosseini - Iran hosseini.european@yahoo.com
Zahra was born in Tehran, Iran, a vast country located in the Middle East with
lots of tourist attractions and historical places. She graduated in with a Bachelor’s
Degree in midwifery from her country. After graduation she worked for 16 years in
her field in different workplaces such as hospitals and clinics. She is married and has
a 17-year old son. Now she is studying at the MSLS programme in Sweden in order
to be a future leader in health. Zahra enjoys music, reading books, chatting with
friends and swimming.

