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The question of reaching sustainability is not about if we 
will have enough energy, enough food, or other tangible 
resources - those we have. 

The question is: will there be enough leaders in time?

— Dr. Göran Broman and Dr. Karl-Henrik Robèrt, programme founders 
“
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Andrea Altmann United StateS

Andrea Altmann has always had a passion to save the environment and a love of the out-
doors. This led her to obtain a Bachelor’s degree in Biology to further explore the world 
around her. After graduation she worked as a biologist for the U.S. Geological Survey 
studying both surface water and groundwater quality. Following several years of research 
she decided to transition into environmental policy. After discovering that policies take 
several years to implement, she changed career paths to work in the field of sustainabil-
ity. She is now a recycling specialist for the City of San Diego working on waste reduction 
and diversion programs, legislation and green marketing. Andrea hopes that by attending 
the MSLS program she will be able to gain the skills necessary to create a sustainable 
environment and take those skills back home with her to implement a more sustainable 
future for all.

sustain.andi@gmail.com 

Stefan Alvemo Sweden

Stefan is from Kalmar, Sweden. He spent three years studying Business Administration 
and International Tourism Management at the International College of Management in 
Sydney, Australia. Stefan earned an Honours Bachelor’s degree of International Tour-
ism Management at Bournemouth University, United Kingdom. To complete the degree, 
he wrote a thesis on Green Marketing. Stefan has experience in a wide range of fields. 
He gained invaluable knowledge working in sales for a number of years and has both 
theoretical and practical experience of the hotel industry. Stefan obtained and developed 
entrepreneurial and business skills through involvement in a number of business proj-
ects, such as working as a market and destination researcher during the start-up phase of 
a premium leisure brand at the Leggett Travel Group in Sydney. Stefan is now serving his 
passion for sustainability and the world’s well-being in the Strategic Leadership Towards 
Sustainability program (Masters) and plans to bring the sustainability perspective into 
organisations.

salvemo@greenconduct.com 

Zachary Anderson United StateS

Zach Anderson is a recent graduate of the MBA program at Portland State University, 
where he focused on addressing business challenges through sustainability initiatives. 
While earning his MBA, Zach was an intern at Gerding Edlen Development, the coun-
try’s leading green developer, as well as Brightworks Sustainability Advisors. Inspired by 
his extensive involvement within Portland’s green building community, he also became 
a LEED accredited professional. Zach began his professional career teaching high 
school in rural Japan, and spent several years studying Permaculture and sustainable 
agriculture in Asia and the South Pacific. He also worked with an NGO in Guatemala 
creating renewable energy infrastructure. After several years abroad Zach returned to 
his Portland, Oregon home and began work as a project manager for a residential green 
construction firm before starting business school. Zach is excited to be part of the 2010  
MSLS cohort and looks forward to continuing his career in green development and help-
ing businesses realize their sustainability goals profitably.

zakku@comcast.net



Chieko Azuma Japan

Chieko was born in Tokyo, Japan and spent her early life in the U.S.A and Brazil, which 
planted seeds of love for nature and multicultural environments in her. Her love for 
the ocean and its creatures eventually drove her to Australia where she spent 6 years 
studying biology, ecology, environmental management, and social ecology of bottlenose 
dolphins. Though her passion for the ocean never died, her interest has slightly shifted 
and significantly expanded. After acquiring her M.Sc. in Tropical Environmental Studies 
and Geography with specialty in Marine Wildlife Management, she worked as a research 
coordinator, a translator, and a nature interpreter taking kids and families out to the sea. 
She also cruised around the world visiting more than 10 regions in 90 days including Ant-
arctica, working as a communication coordinator for the ‘Peace Boat,’ a NGO dedicated 
to education for peace and sustainability. She has spent the last couple of years in Mexico 
working as an environmental educator. She definitely feels passionate about creating a 
sustainable world for all life forms sharing the one planet.

chiekoa@gmail.com

Mark Bannister United Kingdom

Mark graduated from the University of Keele in 2007 with a Bachelor of Science in Physi-
cal Geography and Information Systems and focused his undergraduate studies on the 
global effect of climate change and the role climate change will play in future societal 
decisions. Furthermore, he compiled his undergraduate thesis on the financial risk at-
tributed to business and councils in relation to the global effects of climate change. After 
graduating Mark became a graduate member of the IEMA and joined Arriva plc as a 
graduate trainee where he gained invaluable business and financial management experi-
ence. During his second year with Arriva, Mark led a number of change management 
projects including the development of a sustainability strategy based around the imple-
mentation of fuel efficient driving technology, providing him with invaluable exposure 
to organizational change. For Mark, the MSLS program offers the opportunity to build 
upon his business knowledge and gain a solid understanding of the strategic concepts 
of sustainability in order to peruse a career in a business advisory role. In addition to a 
dedication to sustainability Mark is also a keen Triathlete with a desire for adventurous 
physical challenges.

markandrewbanister@gmail.com

Anna Barkan Canada

Anna Barkan was born in St. Petersburg, Russia and grew up in Jerusalem, Israel. She 
graduated from the University of Toronto with a Bachelor of Applied Science in Infra-
structure Engineering. During her studies, Anna completed a 15-month internship at 
Ontario Power Generation, a large electricity generation company, where she gained her 
first appreciation and taste for environmental work while working with the Environmen-
tal Assessment and LCA processes. Following the internship, Anna completed the final 
year of her Bachelor’s degree with a focus on environmental and sustainability stud-
ies. After graduation, Anna moved to Vancouver for 2 years to work for Kiewit, a North 
American construction organization. For the majority of this time, she was part of the 
Environmental Department, facing the challenges of protecting the environment during 
extensive construction projects. Having an open-minded lifestyle and a love for an oc-
casional adrenaline rush, Anna has a passion for snowboarding and mountain biking and 
is always ready for her next adventure in life.

anya.barkan@gmail.com



Charlotte Barrow Canada

Charlotte grew up on Denman Island, a wee place off the West Coast of Canada. Denman 
has a strong environmental ethic and is a hub for community activism and art, values 
which she acquired at an early age. Charlotte graduated from the University of Victoria 
with a degree in Anthropology and Environmental Studies. While studying, she travelled 
to Tanzania for a volunteer program focused on A.I.D.S. education where with other 
Canadian students she helped to set up a peer education network. After graduation, she 
worked for a year at the Western Canada Wilderness Committee in Victoria, B.C., lobby-
ing the provincial government for forestry policy reform. She then worked at a commu-
nity centre in Vancouver before coming to Karlskrona. Charlotte loves anything that can 
be done outside, yummy food, playing the accordion, and dogs. She also likes reading and 
writing (but not arithmetic). She thinks Karlskrona is a little slice of heaven. After com-
pleting the MSLS program, Charlotte is interested in working for an international NGO 
and has not entirely ruled out the possibility of completing a PhD.

charcolate.bar@gmail.com

Xu Bin China

Xu Bin comes from Shanghai, China, and recently earned a Bachelor’s degree in com-
puter science and technology, mainly studying embedded systems. His concerns about 
current global unsustainability brought him to Sweden. With fast economic growth these 
decades, China is still a developing country with a long way to go. With a lack of concern 
for sustainability to date, they have created a situation that leaves them less and less 
room to maneuver. The experience of many developed countries tells us that we must 
make changes right now. We must develop more sustainably while maintaining eco-
nomic growth. He knows it’s going to be a little bit tough for him to perform well in this 
field because it is totally new to him. Also, the language will be an obstacle. However, he 
is willing to learn more no matter how hard it will be. Where there is a will, there is a 
way! The question about sustainability is not about whether or not we will have enough 
tangible resources or energy, the question is whether or not we will have enough leaders 
in time. He is determined to be a qualified sustainability leader, and to do whatever he 
can to make this world a better place.

xubinxxq@hotmail.com

Fabio Bordoni italy

Fabio grew up in an alpine valley in northern Italy where he enjoyed running, fishing 
and hiking. He graduated as an Honour Student in environmental sciences at Universita’ 
degli Studi di Milano Bicocca, where he conducted innovative research in chemometrics. 
He worked for a foundation of Lombardy Regional Government aimed at developing 
mountainous areas toward sustainability. Being part of the certification team, his role 
involved supporting municipalities in achieving Environmental Management System 
certifications. Feeling the lack of a holistic vision of sustainability, Fabio quit his job. He 
spent one year in Western Australia and eventually realized that the MSLS program was 
what he had been seeking. His aim is to connect science with human behaviour and or-
ganizational issues to create positive change, because he believes what we do today will 
affect our future. He wishes to return to Italy in 2010, and become a much-needed ‘high 
impact’ leader in the global movement to accelerate change towards sustainability. 

fabiobordoni@tiscali.it 



Sven Borén Sweden

Sven did his mechanical engineering studies in the early 90’s at Hogskolan in Skovde and 
went to Ghana (Bogoso north of Tarkwa) for more practical studies for 6 months in a gold 
mine. The environmental engagement started actually with the voting for or against the 
Swedish nuclear power in the late 70’s and he later joined a youth party which resulted in 
some newspaper articles against nuclear power and bridge between Malmo and Copen-
hagen. 

Sven is married to Kristina and has a son Sebastian. They live in Gullberna south of 
Lyckeby in Karlskrona. Sven moved to Karlskrona 11 years ago when he got an engineer-
ing job at the shipyard. That’s also where he learned skills such as ship design, project 
management and supervision.

Heading for an MSLS degree, Sven would like to start contributing to getting the world on 
the right path by combining his experience in management with his new sustainability 
knowledge. As the lectures pass on, he might find an interesting subject to do research 
on. Sailing is Sven’s dominating leisure activity in the summer and he also likes to play 
guitar, cook, enjoy time with family, new house and garden projects. He has played a lot 
of racket sports and also done some golfing in the past (still a member of Niklastorp golf 
club).

sven.boren@live.se

Victor Branagan ireland

Victor was born and lived most of his life in Ireland, though he spent some time living 
in England. His primary degree is in business and he worked in construction as a roofer 
and stone mason for many years. He has always been self employed and when he left 
construction he decided to start working with small businesses. He also did some work 
with community development initiatives, often concentrating on what is called the ‘social 
economy’ in Ireland – that is, community projects with some income generating function 
to supplement the government funding they receive. He preferred the work with small 
businesses, so did a Masters in Entrepreneurship Management about 8 years ago and 
continued working as a self-employed consultant ever since. Victor has quite a bit of ex-
perience in adult education also, both as a lecturer and course designer. So his intention 
for this year is to concentrate on sustainability and the areas of both adult education and 
business development programs. 

victor@enterpriseactions.ie

Carlotta Cataldi italy

Carlotta is 100% Italian. She was born in Genoa, Italy, she likes fashion and she is a good 
cook. Although this could be enough for an Italian woman, it has been never enough 
for her, so after high school she left her country in search of the real mission of her life. 
She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Public Relations and in the past five years she has 
worked a variety of jobs in different business fields that helped her to identify and shape 
her real desires and aspirations. Three years ago, while she was living and working in 
Barcelona, Spain, Carlotta came across a couple of ex-MSLS students who inspired her 
to such extent that she decided to turn her great love for the environment into a future 
career. Thanks to all of these experiences, she feels it’s time now to return to her beloved 
country and catalyze a shift of society towards a more sustainable future. She is happy 
when she creates art, when she’s in the nature, and when she can help people.

carlottacataldi@hotmail.com 



Elvio Coletinha Brazil

An enthusiastic and driven apprentice for Sustainability matters, Elvio is a Brazilian, cur-
rently living in Sweden having recently come from a placement with a global processes 
alignment project at Electrolux in Stockholm. Now enrolled at MSLS, Elvio hopes to focus 
his career in Strategic Sustainable Development growth and development.

He holds a Bachelor’s in Business Administration.

Attracted by the power of multidisciplinary collaboration/innovation, he believes in the 
capability that organizations have to change behaviors and shape cultures. Based on that, 
through education Elvio strives to bring awareness to society and empower people to 
take positive actions related to strategic sustainability practices.

In his spare time, Elvio loves to practice extreme sports, to explore new places and meet 
as many diverse people as he can.

ecoletinha@gmail.com

Rebecca Dahl new zealand

Rebecca brings to the MSLS program her experience from the financial sector in Mel-
bourne, Australia. With strong skill sets in management and human hesources, she is 
committed to making an impact in organizations in the near future. Rebecca earned a 
Bachelor of Business Administration degree in Wellington, New Zealand, with a spe-
cialization in Social Marketing. After traveling, she settled in Melbourne and secured a 
position with a leading property funds manager. Aided by support from an encouraging 
and knowledgeable mentor, her work in the financial sector in Melbourne was a fantastic 
opportunity to better understand economic markets and watch from the front lines as the 
global financial crisis unfolded. Rebecca also has a passion for artistic endeavours and 
has been widely involved in the arts and music scene in Melbourne, including using her 
web-design skills to set up a barter business to help get local artists online. Rebecca sees 
the MSLS course as an exciting opportunity to align current skills with future goals and 
looks forward to being a part of the growing community of sustainability problem solvers.

rebeccadahl@gmail.com

Ronny Daniel iSrael

Ronny’s journey began in Nahariya, Israel, where he first developed his love for run-
ning, cats, and reading under trees. After three years wearing the white uniform of the 
Israeli navy, Ronny gladly began his architecture studies in the Technion, Israel Institute 
of Technology, enjoying the beautiful combination of art, science and solution search-
ing. His architecture thesis focused on formulizing a social/industrial infrastructure that 
would allow a creative recycling of deserted city waste into street furniture, as well as 
transforming abandoned factories into social centers for education and agriculture. After 
receiving his B.Arch Ronny began working on various projects, among them an educa-
tional/design hybrid that created models for ecological villages as habitats for co-exis-
tence between religions and nations. Ronny is a firm believer in the power of knowledge, 
imagination and man’s ability to change his environment. He views the MSLS program as 
a corridor of information from which one can emerge with tools in his hand and light in 
his eyes, knowing that there are always possibilities.

factor.t@gmail.com 



Kara Davis United StateS  

Kara comes to MSLS from Washington, DC, where she worked as a web designer and 
consultant for nonprofit organizations including National Geographic, PBS, Healthy Child 
Healthy World, and EarthEcho International. Her interest in the sustainability field came 
from exposure to environmental challenges through several of these organizations, but 
she credits her sister, Krisna, with finding the MSLS program and pointing her down this 
road. 

Two years ago, Krisna and her husband, Chuck, helped Kara convert her car to run on 
waste vegetable oil. This experience has led to an interest in alternative fuels, which she 
expects to explore further this year at BTH. In the future, she hopes to put her back-
ground in user-centered design and information architecture to work in the service of 
sustainable product and systems design. 

Kara earned her BA in International Relations and Studio Art from the College of William 
and Mary in Virginia. Her parents are happily driving her greasecar while she is away.

karadavis@gmail.com

Maureen Dickson Canada

Maureen was born and raised in Ottawa, Canada. She graduated from the University of 
Guelph with a Bachelor of Science degree in Environmental Science and a specialty in 
Geography, Economics and Policy. Upon graduation Maureen worked with The Confer-
ence Board of Canada, a not-for-profit “think-tank.” Here, she collaborated on a range 
of environmental and sustainability projects to provide insights to business leaders and 
policy-makers. Specifically, she worked with the Business Council for Sustainability and 
benchmarked Canada’s environmental performance within the OECD. As a project coor-
dinator and author for the Carbon Disclosure Project, an international finance and sus-
tainability initiative, she engaged with Canadian corporations and analyzed their climate 
change risks and strategy to facilitate sustainable investment decisions. Her desire to en-
able positive social and organizational change led her to the MSLS program. She would 
like to motivate others and encourage businesses to make the shift towards sustainability. 
She is also interested in art, journalism and design and hopes to one day fuse creativity 
with her passion for sustainability. In her spare time she enjoys running, practicing yoga, 
second-hand rummaging, skiing, surfing and exploring nature.

maureen.dickson23@gmail.com

Simon Evitts United Kingdom

Simon has a background in the natural sciences specialising in biotechnology. He spent 
his early career in water management, marine biodegradation and pharmaceutical 
research before making a concious move into the food sector to develop a broader global 
business understanding. Then followed a 15-year career with three multinationals work-
ing predominantly in R&D, manufacturing and business development. He has led cross-
functional teams and global functional groups in strategic innovation, organisational 
development, technical support and product development within numerous categories 
ranging from coffee, cereals, snacks, juice and hair/skin care. He has developed his 
career in many countries with teams from multiple cultural backgrounds working with a 
broad range of technologies and supply chains. This led to his growing understanding of 
the opportunities that these large industries present regarding their impact on environ-
mental and social sustainability, including the mental models and drivers of behaviour 
that maintain the status quo. In his passion to find more proactive approaches and posi-
tive philosophies for moving forward, he was delighted to find MSLS program. He hopes 
to build his knowledge and skills required for re-engaging organisations, presenting 
new opportunities and facilitating change to a healthier, connected and fully sustainable 
society. 

simon.evitts@mac.com



Maya Givon iSrael

Growing up as an urban nature girl in Haifa, Israel, Maya says her main link with the en-
vironment was her love for nature and animals. It was those issues which drew her from 
a passive way of life and planted the seed of activism within her. Maya completed her 
Bachelor of Science degree in Biology from the Technion – Israel Institute of Technology. 
At that time she felt a growing need to make a difference, and when she discovered the 
wonder and complexity of sustainability she knew her life was about (to) change. For 
the past two years, Maya has worked as the national campaign coordinator for Green 
Course,  a non-profit NGO of volunteers promoting environmental issues in Israel. She 
trained dozens of young people and took an active part in major national campaigns such 
as the Clean Air Act in Israel. A keen believer in people’s responsibility to take a stand 
and work together (and in their ability to do so), Maya’s dream is to use the opportunity 
in the sustainability challenge to build trust and new hope for the people in Israel and its 
neighbors.

maya.givon@gmail.com

Leigh Greenius Canada

Leigh came to Sweden after completing her Bachelor’s degree in Human Geography at 
the University of British Columbia. During her undergraduate degree, she focused on 
courses which reflected her interest in both the social and scientific aspects of environ-
mental issues. As a co-op student, she had the opportunity to gain work experience in 
her field. Her first co-op position was as an Environmental Education Team Leader for 
the Salmon Habitat Restoration Program, where she led a team of high school students in 
providing environmental education to the community. From there, she went on to work 
as an Air Issues Research Assistant for Environment Canada. Since graduation she has 
been employed by BC Housing, a government agency which provides housing solutions 
and support for vulnerable British Columbians. She has also volunteered with several 
community gardening organizations in Vancouver and has recently discovered her pas-
sion for growing vegetables. Leigh is inspired to pursue her education in sustainability by 
her love of spending time outdoors. One of her favourite activities is hiking and she has 
explored the mountains of Southern British Columbia extensively.

leighgreenius@gmail.com

Crystal Grover United StateS

Fascinated by the built environment, human interaction and design, Crystal pursued her 
Bachelor’s of Fine Arts in Interior Architecture at Columbia College Chicago. Here, she 
met a teacher and sustainability advocate who called her to action; giving her momen-
tum to become a pro-active participant in creating a better world.

She then joined RGLA, a retail design firm in Chicago. Continually noticing a sea of 
opportunities to develop retail with a conscious, Crystal became a LEED AP and took a 
strong stance towards sustainability education in her workplace. Simultaneously, she 
co-founded a visual design collaborative, INDO, where she works to stretch her creativity 
around environmental awareness.

Now, the MSLS program allows Crystal to share in an international sustainability dia-
logue. She is inspired to bring the knowledge and connections she has found here, back 
to the United States where she hopes to forge a career that combines her love for design 
& collaboration, with her desire to join in the building of a sustainable world. 

crystal@theindoprojects.com



Georgina Guillen mexiCo

One of Ginnie’s abilities is to feel home everywhere she goes and that’s why she’s been 
hopping around the globe for many years, though not purposeless since she is always 
looking for the why’s and how’s of everything. Finding means to enable cross-sectoral co-
operation towards sustainable development became the focus of her activities ever since 
she begun her journey many years ago. Graduated as a political scientist specialized 
in political economy and public opinion, she always ends up dealing with communica-
tions and media related issues since the fourth power and its impact on people’s behav-
ior fascinates her. When not writing or reading or painting she can be found outdoors 
daydreaming or attempting whatever activity she considers interesting. She has worked 
for large multinationals as well as for small firms and NGOs and that is why she finds the 
MSLS programme very challenging and crucial for her professional and personal devel-
opment.

gin.news@gmail.com

Daniel Gunnarsson Sweden

Daniel was born and raised in Oskarshamn, Sweden. He holds a Master of Science in 
Mechanical Engineering with focus on sustainable product development from Blekinge 
Institute of Technology. For his major mechanical engineering thesis, Daniel initiated 
a new way of working with system boundaries for a lifecycle assessment. Daniel also 
volunteered in different boards at BTH where he has initiated various projects, both 
educational and social. Prior to his studies, Daniel worked at Scania cab manufacturing 
both as assembler and designer. His interest in orienteering since childhood increased 
his concern for nature and the understanding of working together in teams. Through 
the orienteering he has gained leadership skills and organizational experience. After 
studying sustainability, he decided to join the MSLS programme where he hopes to learn 
more about sustainability of the diversity from his classmates. After finishing his Master’s 
degree at the MSLS programme, Daniel hopes to work with developing products and 
services for a sustainable society.

danne.gunnarsson@gmail.com

Amanda Doreen Hachey Canada 

Amanda graduated with a Bachelor of Business Administration from the University of 
New Brunswick – Saint John. She has spent the majority of her career coaching small-to-
medium sized enterprises in strategic business planning. With economic development 
agencies in New Brunswick, she worked with many different industries from manu-
facturing to information technology to retail. Amanda helped start-up a real estate and 
investment company in Panama City, Panama where she got a bird`s eye view of foreign 
direct investment and international trade. Seeking a more global perspective and the 
urge to learn more about developing economies, she took the opportunity to work as a 
cooperative development advisor with agricultural cooperatives in Da Nang, Vietnam. 
There she worked with 25 cooperatives to help improve their business planning and 
marketing capacities. After graduation from the MSLS programme, Amanda plans to be a 
consultant for sustainable business solutions. She believes the next generation of leaders 
must consider the environmental and social effects of their decisions, both on a local and 
global scale.

adhachey@hotmail.com



Sophia Horwitz Canada

Sophia Horwitz is a community designer with experience in urban environments in 
Cuba, Honduras, and Canada. Sophia hosts conversations and creative public engage-
ment processes to address complex social, ecological, and economic problems. She 
recently helped establish the Halifax Planning & Design Centre that brought together 
stakeholders to envision and discuss the city’s potential. She also spent time working 
with the New Earth Institute, the Hub Halifax, Big Picture Building Cooperative, among 
other sustainable livelihood initiatives. Her passion for a more equitable, prosperous, 
and humane world has driven Sophia to the MSLS program, where she hopes to use her 
experiences using systems-based approaches to deepen individual, organizational, and 
community capacities. In her spare time Sophia celebrates life through dance, yoga, be-
ing outdoors, and spending time with friends and family.

sophiahorwitz@gmail.com

Elsa Jagniecki United StateS

Elsa grew up in the beautiful nature of Midwest Michigan, where her native environment 
instilled a guiding appreciation for nature in life. In her early twenties she moved to 
Colorado to attend Colorado State University where she obtained a Bachelor’s of Arts in 
Cultural Anthropology and also enjoyed mountains, wild rivers and the endless sunshine 
and blue-bird days of the West. After graduation, Elsa attended a Sustainable Communi-
ty-Based Development certification course through the Village Earth Consortium for Sus-
tainable Development where she got her first taste of multi-cultural collaboration using a 
systems approach to community building. Since then Elsa has meandered through many 
beautiful natural settings all over the U.S. and worked a diverse array of jobs from main-
taining backcountry trails for the US Forest Service, to archaeology, substitute teaching, 
being an independent designer of recycled materials, wilderness therapy field guide, an 
inspiring herbalist and most recently a landscaper. After graduating from the MSLS pro-
gram, she hopes to return to her community and help guide, support and inspire sustain-
able community development and foster connections to nature.

elsajag@gmail.com

Juan Carlos Kaiten mexiCo

Juan Carlos is a social artist and evolutionist leader specializing in Social Networks 
implementation and dialogue facilitation techniques, along with methodologies that acti-
vate processes of global collective intelligence and organizational transformation. He has 
wide experience in the business and civil society world giving workshops on conscious 
leadership development. He worked for AIESEC as the National Committee President for 
Mexico promoting Social Responsibility and Cultural Understanding, traveling to more 
than 24 countries including one year in India. Juan has lived for five years in the North 
East of the USA working as a contractor for GE in the human development area in Albany 
NY, and later as a social entrepreneur opened a Café in Boston under a project called Soul 
City. 

Currently Juan is working for WiserEarth in the Natural Capital Institute as the Spanish 
Outreach Coordinator in charge of bringing the Social Networks Platform WiserEarth.org 
into Spanish; also contributing to bringing visibility and articulated action to the immense 
work of millions of people and organizations around the world. Additionally, this year 
introduced the Pachamama Alliance Symposium “Awakening the Dreamer” into Mexico. 
In his quest to understand life at its deepest level he has become a meditation, yoga, and 
native Mexican traditions practitioner and a healer.

jckaiten@gmail.com



Jennifer L Katan Canada

Jennifer was born in Montreal and raised in Ottawa. She studied in the College of Hu-
manities at Carleton University, combining Mass Communications with her Bachlor’s 
degree. Constantly energetic, Jennifer nurtures her creativity through sport and music, 
favoring squash, soccer, running and piano. Throughout her studies, Jennifer was the 
staff manager of varsity games for Carleton University Athletics and served as an ambas-
sador for her program. She joined the Canadian Heritage Rivers System as Communica-
tions Officer with Parks Canada in Hull, Quebec. There, she explored the connectedness 
between Canadian rivers and people, prospered National awareness about rivers stew-
ardship, organized rivers events, and helped CHRS form partnerships with NGO’s such as 
WWF. She has since lived and traveled about in Paris and Hong Kong. Jennifer revels in 
change and intellectual involvement with the world around her. She admires the con-
trast of the urban and the untouched and loves discovering both domains. She is inspired 
to explore ways to improve their health for the future. She arrived in Sweden with the 
intuition that the MSLS program would catalyze her participation in fostering sustainable 
social progression.

jen.katan@gmail.com

Isaka Kimonori Japan

Nori was born in Hyogo, Japan in 1985. He moved to Hokkaido, a large northern island in 
Japan, to attend college. With his friends in an outdoor club, he traveled around Hokkai-
do and enjoyed nature. These experiences made him aware of the importance of envi-
ronment. After earning a Bachelor of Science degree, he decided to enter the Department 
of Environment at Hokkaido University, where there were some sustainability programs 
emerging. Nori researched sustainability indicators and finally acquired a Master’s de-
gree of Environmental Studies. The club to which he belonged at the college nourished 
his interest in leadership as well. He co-managed the organization and discovered the 
importance of taking responsibility and of caring each other. Nori’s dream is to be a pro-
fessor who leads Japan towards sustainability, and he feels that the skills he will develop 
in the MSLS program will move him towards this dream.

puch.llh@gmail.com 

Wyeth Larson United StateS

Wyeth grew up in Spokane, Washington, an outdoorsy city that allowed him to develop 
his passion for nature and the outdoors. He is an avid cross country skier and former 
racer, mountain biker, and enjoys whitewater canoeing, waterskiing and hiking. His 
interest in flight led to his involvement with antique aircraft, and he helped restore the 
world’s oldest flying Boeing airplane with Pemberton and Sons Aviation. Wyeth recently 
graduated from University of Portland in Oregon with a degree in Life Science and a 
minor in Business Administration. During his studies he worked addressing sustainability 
concerns at TriMet, the public transit agency in Portland, researched human impacts on 
salmon spawning habitat on Mt. Hood, and helped organize a student and policymaker 
meeting to discuss sustainability. Here in Sweden he hopes to explore the connection 
between social and environmental sustainability, and how working to help improve living 
and working standards can lead to increased environmental awareness and protection. 

wglarson@gmail.com



Zhuona Li China

Zhuona is from Beijing, China. She has a Bachelor’s of Art in English Literature from 
Central South University in China. While completing her degree, she volunteered in 
many environment protecting clubs and groups. She also enjoys sports - especially yoga,  
and badminton - and traveling. After university, Zhuona participated in the preparation 
and establishment of Chinamexmart (Chinatown) project in Dubai, acquiring experi-
ence in project management and leadership. During the past three years, Zhuona gained 
a brand new recognition and strong interest in sustainability and low-carbon emission 
economy when she served in an international microfinance institute (IPC) and domes-
tic clean energy consulting firm. She is now interested in combining sustainability and 
engineering with her teamwork, leadership and organizational skills towards a career in 
environmental management and environmental policy. Zhuona has a desire to contribute 
to the world as a decision maker in an international organization, with government or 
the private sector. 

mariszhuona@gmail.com

Matthew Lobach United StateS

Matthew grew up outside of Philadelphia in the Northeastern United States. He received 
a Bachelor of Science degree in Actuarial Science from the Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity. During college, Matthew spent time as a journalist, creating a documentary about 
the music industry by travelling with and interviewing musicians throughout the United 
States. Not quite sure how to focus his creativity and passions toward a career, he used 
this opportunity to consult with people who have defined success in their own terms 
and chosen careers “off the beaten path.” Upon graduation, Matthew focused his efforts 
towards gaining insight into international processes and environmental sustainability. He 
found himself with an organization called AESEDA performing project-based research 
with a focus on sustainable and community development and eco-tourism in Jamaica. 
As someone who has interests in multiple areas, Matthew’s goal is to be the connecting 
piece of communication and contact for those who develop technology and those enact-
ing policy and direction. He sees the MSLS program as an opportunity to gain a broader 
context of knowledge and skills that can be applied to many types of frameworks includ-
ing international perspectives.

matthew.lobach@gmail.com

Jing Lu China

Jing Lu was born in the beautiful coastal city of Qingdao, in Shandong provinc in the 
eastern part of China. She gained a Bachelor of Economics degree at LinYi Normal Uni-
versity where she specialized in International Economics and Trade. The degree covered 
subjects from economics, management, finance, statistics and marketing. During her 
studies, she developed keen interest in the environment and nature because she realized 
that environmental unsustainability would lead to serious economic consequences. Now 
she has become a member of the MSLS family. In her opinion, the MSLS program builds 
a link between scientists and management to solve the complex problems, and provides 
an opportunity to improve her English. In the future, she would like to work in economic 
development towards sustainability. In her spare time, Jing Lu enjoys traveling and mov-
ies.

judy.lj@hotmail.com



Laura MacPherson Canada

Laura embraces opportunities to cross-pollinate ideas and concepts while bringing peo-
ple together. She combined experiences supporting grass roots environmental and social 
justice agendas to create wide-ranging opportunities for the members of the Youth Envi-
ronmental Network (YEN), where she served as the Executive Director for three years. 
She oversaw the implementation of a national, community based micro-grants project, 
which funded 20 projects annually. She was one of many co-founders of the Canadian 
Youth Climate Coalition and acted as a facilitator for the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference’s International Youth Summit, which hosted 150 youth from 26 countries 
(2005-06).

Laura began working as Sustainability Project Officer at Natural Step Canada in 2008. 
Insatiably inspired she has arrived in Blekinge to cultivate her passion for sustainable de-
velopment. Laura has a BSc in Environmental Science from Acadia University. She enjoys 
facilitating collaborative change through group strategizing and fostering the partner-
ships that come as a result. She has a passion for creativity and adventure. This spirit has 
lead her to spend time traveling and working within communities in Central America, 
India, and Canada.

soulofthesea@gmail.com 

Yurie Makihara Japan

Yurie has a Bachelor of Liberal arts degree in social science from the International 
Christian University in Japan. She is registered as a Certified Public Accountant in Japan 
and her professional experiences are auditing, tax advisory and internal control consult-
ing, including five years with PricewaterhouseCoopers in Japan. She is passionate about 
disseminating the sustainability framework in Japan, from schools to companies. She is 
also interested in the relatioship between Environmental Management Systems that have 
already been introduced to many companies and the framework for sustainability. Her vi-
sion is to provide hope and possibility to the next generation, and to spend as much time 
as possible with her cherished son.

yurieinthesky@gmail.com

Pravin Mallick india

Pravin has over five years experience in non-profit organizations and business in the 
areas of Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) and Sustainable Development. Prior to 
joining MSLS he was associated with a Chemical Company in India setting up its CSR 
process and introducing its Sustainability Reporting. Pravin led the community engage-
ment initiatives for the company that included Livelihood improvement projects, Natural 
Resource Management, HIV AIDS Awareness, Education etc. He worked with a Civil Soci-
ety Organization- TARAhaat (Development Alternatives) developing IT enabled services 
for farmers in rural India. Pravin is passionate about the social sector and he aspires to 
be a social change maker. He holds an MBA from the Xavier Institute of Management, 
Bhubaneswar and a Bachelors degree in Agricultural Sciences from the Banaras Hindu 
University in India. 

mallickpravin@gmail.com



Steve (Spud) Marshall United StateS

Steve, more commonly known as Spud, is fortunate to have traveled around the globe 
and experienced numerous cultural, global, and sustainability issues affecting people’s 
lives. He now feels a responsibility and passion to educate and empower others to make a 
difference in and for the world. Recently, he graduated from Penn State University with a 
Bachelor’s degree in Mechanical Engineering and Honors in Engineering Design. During 
that time, he spent three years working on a project in Jamaica to create an international 
sustainability education center. He has also helped coordinate and promote sustainable 
development projects across Sub-Saharan Africa through Penn State. Additionally, he 
worked alongside the Center for Sustainability at Penn State to create educational cur-
riculum focused on Zero Energy Homes. With this background, Spud hopes to bridge the 
gap between the technical world and general public to advance our society towards a 
more sustainable future. 

iamspud5@gmail.com 

Matt Mayer Canada

Matt calls Calgary, Alberta, Canada home. Before coming to Sweden he worked as a 
Healthy Homes Program Assistant with Clean Calgary Association where he would visit 
local households and conduct a basic environmental audit. He would then assemble a list 
of steps to educate the household on how to lessen its environmental impact and follow 
up at a later date. In Calgary, he volunteered at an Ecostore and is an active member of 
the Young Environmental Professionals Calgary chapter. Matt graduated with a Bachelor 
of Commerce degree from the University of Victoria and was chosen to represent his 
University on a foreign exchange at the City University of Hong Kong. While in China, he 
worked in Shanghai as an Operations Manager for an international furniture developer. 
He was later sponsored by CIDA to work within a South African NGO aimed at promoting 
human rights, namely the Institute of Democracy for South Africa (IDASA). He is passion-
ate about the environment and particularly the link it shares with international develop-
ment in a world of increasing demands and limited resources.

mattymayer@gmail.com 

Larysa Metanchuk UKraine

Larysa is an energetic and enthusiastic person. She was born in the “Black Sea pearl” of 
Odessa, in the largest European country of Ukraine, and has lived in the USA and Turkey. 
Her roots are deeply adhered to the long-struggling history of her country, which has 
inspired in her a strong feeling of social justice. Larysa graduated from Odessa National 
University with a Bachelor’s degree in Management of Organization and completed her 
thesis research on “Calculating Return on Marketing Investments”. Larysa has volun-
teered with AIESEC, the world’s largest youth leadership development organization, 
and has 5 years of experience in activating leadership potential of young Ukrainians. 
Through several corporate experiences she developed project management and personal 
development skills, and gained insights on seafood and cable production, home textile 
and energy industries. Her colleagues describe her as responsible, professional and 
always striving for excellence. Larysa has a passion for traveling, celebrating diversity of 
our world, and learning from the wisdom of local communities. She enjoys reading and 
taking pictures. Her philosophy of life is to be present.

lora.metanchuk@gmail.com



Giuliana Jorge Netto Brazil

Giuliana holds a Bachelors degree in International Relations and a Master’s Degree 
in Administration with specialization in Sustainability Management (on hold while at 
BTH). Born and raised in São Paulo, Brazil, Portuguese is her mother tongue, but she 
also speaks fluent Spanish, French and English. She has worked as a volunteer for the 
Brazilian branch of the international environmental organization Greenpeace and for 
a Brazilian non-governmental organization for young and adult literacy as member of 
its international fund-raising department. She has significant experience in business 
consultancy, more recently in the field of sustainability. Interested in combining her 
academic background in social sciences, her skills as a business consultant and her deep 
concern for nature, she is committed to dedicate herself to promoting sustainability in all 
its facets, making use of the most appropriate strategies, tools and approaches learned 
throughout her experiences. 

giulianajnetto@yahoo.com.br

Sonja Niederhumer SoUth afriCa 

Born and raised in South Africa, Sonja graduated from the University of Cape Town with 
a Bachelor of Arts degree, and Postgraduate Diploma in Enterprise Management. Fol-
lowing this, she worked in the fields of corporate social responsibility, facilitation and 
capacity building with her local government, as well as working as a project manager for 
an organic food co-operative, called the Ethical Co-op. Sonja has always been passionate 
about projects and organizations that add a meaningful contribution to society – this has 
been a guiding principle in all her work thus far. This is an aspiration so well expressed 
by MSLS and sustainability work, so she is really excited to be moving into this field! She 
also has a passion for working with and facilitating group processes, an area in which 
she also sees herself in the future. Aside from all the work, she loves dance, painting, be-
ing in nature, music, and she is really crazy about good sustainable food!

sonja.niederhumer@gmail.com

Florence Obison (née Nwachukwu) nigeria

Florence recently completed a masters programme in Public Health, University of Lagos, 
Nigeria and has a first degree background in Applied Microbiology. She got married in 
Abuja, Nigeria just before her arrival at BTH, Sweden. She gained numerous experi-
ences, exposures and trainings in the care of the sick and humanity in her last job as a 
Volunteer employee at the Catholic Archdiocese of Lagos Health Department, Nigeria 
where she worked as the Monitoring & Evaluation Officer and supervised the humani-
tarian projects funded by USAID (i.e. Orphan and Vulnerable Children (OVC), Voluntary 
Counselling and Testing (VCT) for people living with HIV/AIDS, etc). She’s passion-
ate about sustainable human and societal development and therefore optimistic that a 
masters degree in Strategic Leadership towards Sustainability would enable her with the 
practical skills and values necessary to develop strategies based on sustainability prin-
ciples, making use of a combination of natural resources and individual capabilities in 
contributing to the human and capital development of Nigeria. She has acquired lead-
ership experiences as Vice-President, Faculty of Applied and Natural Science Students 
Association, Ebonyi State University and Vice-President, Nigeria Federation of Catholic 
Students (NFCS), Ebonyi State University. Personal accomplishments include, Training of 
Trainers (TOT) Programme for college students as Peer Educators on the UNICEF/NYSC 
HIV/AIDS and Adolescent Reproductive Health Issues.

visitflo@yahoo.com



Pinar Oncel tUrKey 

Pınar was enthusiastic about her Industrial Design education at Middle East Technical 
University in Turkey. This was followed by a four-year pottery and design studio experi-
ence in a beautiful rural region where she lived in accordance with nature. She attended 
a Permaculture Design workshop given by a highly respected permaculturist and was in-
troduced to “design for a sustainable living” concept. Pınar continued her work in design 
after moving to the highly populated city of Istanbul where her priority became sustain-
able living. Being interested in the global effects of the production, consumption and 
design, she was one of the initiators of the “Design for a Sustainable Living” association. 
After attending “Ecovillage Design Education” in 2007 which was part of a curriculum 
designed by GAIA educators, she decided to dedicate more effort to spreading the aware-
ness of sustainable living and design. She co-founded the “Sustainable Living Collective” 
with a group of committed friends. Empowered by the MSLS program, she would like to 
put her effort into creating change towards sustainability through design.

pinarpinar@gmail.com

Tuna Ozcuhadar tUrKey

Although trained as a conventional industrial designer Tuna has chosen a path to create 
sustainable system, service and product innovations that will inspire people to change 
their way of living. Tuna was affected by the Balkan War in the 90’s which led him to 
think about social and environmental solutions that would create resilient communities. 
Realizing the importance of a properly scaled built environment in harmony with natural 
cycles, he concentrated on off-grid living. He then wrote a Master’s of architecture thesis 
about measuring sustainability in buildings with the help of “Life Cycle Assessment”.

Learning and building capacity around sustainability and sustainable design, he saw 
the urgent need for activism and therefore co-founded the NGO “Design for Sustainable 
Living Association” and “Sustainable Living Collective” in Istanbul to raise awareness in 
the society. He would like to apply the Framework for Strategic Sustainable Development 
to his field while taking advantage of multicultural learning environment in MSLS for 
socially and environmentally conscious design.

tunaozcuhadar@yahoo.com

Peng Peng China

Peng was born in Beijing, China. He recently earned a Bachelor’s degree of International 
Economics and Trade from Nanjing Forestry University before traveling to Sweden. This 
degree involved economics, finance, marketing and many other courses. With his con-
tinuous learning, Peng is conscious of the significance of environment. As our economic 
systems have developed the environment has been severely damaged. Consequently, 
Peng applied to enter the MSLS program at BTH and is grateful to have been accepted as 
an exchange student. Through studying the MSLS programme, Peng hopes to develop an 
understanding of the relationship between our natural environment and the development 
of society, science and commerce. Furthermore, he hopes to grow his skills of expression, 
communication, discussion and decision-making. Peng’s personal interests are music 
and travel. He wishes to make a meaningful contribution to a sustainable future.

tonypeng21@126.com



Samuel Pereda gUatemala 

Samuel was born in the small but very beautiful country of Guatemala. After he gradu-
ated with a Bachelor’s in Chemical Engineering from Universidad del Valle de Guatema-
la, he worked as Field Engineer in a petroleum oil company and after that as a Process 
Engineer in a gas production company, both in Guatemala. By working there, he real-
ized that in his country there are not strong policies or programs for energy saving, the 
development of sustainable technologies or industrial waste management, among others. 
For this reason he became interested in studying a master programme related to sustain-
ability and in the future he is intended to learn more about this topic and then work in 
fields such as Cleaner Production, Environment Management, Renewable Energy or Use 
of Sustainable Materials. He believes that with the knowledge he will obtain in the MSLS 
programme he will grow in the personal and professional aspect and will contribute to 
the development of Guatemala as well.

sampergo@hotmail.com 

Stephanie Peterka United StateS

To date, Stephanie Peterka has spent the larger portion of her life growing and changing 
between Los Angeles and Prague, with additional sojourns in various places along the 
way. With a Bachelor in Communications she felt a desire to fulfill her curiosity more 
efficiently by coming to Sweden and truly understanding the contemporary issues that 
trouble her, albeit in a productive, progressive and sustainable fashion. Before arriving 
she launched a bag and hat line named Tralala, in which she utilizes recycled materi-
als and designs each individually as an outlet for creativity. Heavily inspired by nature, 
photography, architecture and foreign languages to name a few things, Stephanie hopes 
to work internationally developing sustainable projects with an emphasis on art and 
design. She also hopes to excel in more foreign languages, photograph documentary is-
sues related to sustainability (environmental and social), continue with Tralala in a more 
efficient and effective manner and explore xerioscaping with a highlighted interest in 
green roofs and green walls.

eska.sp@gmail.com

Olaf Postel germany

Olaf´s professional live was mainly business driven until today. First he spent four 
years studying business science in Hamburg, Germany. He specialized in management, 
marketing and industrial economics. His major focus lay on the understanding of the 
functioning of markets and competition and deriving strategies from there on. During his 
studies, he spent half a year in Nottingham, England through an EU student exchange 
program. To complete his studies, Olaf wrote a thesis with two Chinese colleagues about 
the tape market in China. Consequently, Olaf worked at a large adhesive tape producer 
in Germany called tesa. First he worked as an internal process consultant at tesa, imple-
menting standard sales processes in the Eastern European affiliates. Before Olaf came to 
attend the MSLS program, he worked in sales for tesa, developing the solar industry as 
a new sales market. Olaf was mainly inspired by a friend to take a deeper look into the 
sustainability field. Now he intends to integrate the strategic sustainability approach into 
strategic management.

o.postel@gmail.com



Maurita Prato Canada

Maurita Prato joins the MSLS team from Victoria, British Columbia, Canada. Most 
recently she worked as a Forest Campaigner for the Dogwood Initiative; a BC based non-
profit which focuses on helping First Nations and local communities have more control 
over their land and resources. She has completed an undergraduate degree in Political 
Science and Environmental Studies, a diploma in Restoration of Natural Systems as well 
as an Outdoor Recreation Management diploma. Her background includes: five years of 
instructing for Outward Bound, using outdoor adventures as metaphors for life’s chal-
lenges, four years of running her organic farming business, and one year of teaching 
composting and organic gardening to school children and adults. Her passions include 
dancing, singing, climbing mountains, canoeing, gardening, meditating and feeling con-
nected to people and the natural world. The MSLS program offers Maurita a wonderful 
opportunity to learn new skills, sharpen existing skills and make meaningful and strate-
gic connections. 

floeorganics@yahoo.ca

Qing Gu China

Gu Qing was born in Linyi, Shandong Province of China. She majored in technologi-
cal English at Ludong University. With a nature-loving heart she participanted in many 
environmental lectures and activities. She was also interested in international relations 
and studied western economy and politics by herself. After graduation she worked on 
co-organizing international conferences towards renewable energy and found herself 
totally into the sustainability field. Working at different places in China, she witnessed 
the drawbacks and advantages of China’s sustainable development and wanted to con-
tribute herself to this significant process both in policy making and implementation. By 
attending BTH, Guqing is looking forward to improving her multicultural communication 
and leadership skills. She also curious about innovative sustainable product design. On 
a personal level, she enjoys a variety of modern multimedia art exhibitions and likes to 
make friends with people who have similar interests. 

heliagu@live.cn 

Xu Quchen China

Xu Quchen was born and raised in Wenling in the Zhejiang Province of China. He gradu-
ated from Shanghai Second Polytechnic University in 2009 with a Bachelor of Manage-
ment degree in Information studies. He believes that the nature feeds human beings 
and gives us many gifts such as materials, resources, landscape and so on. As a result, 
mankind can live in houses, have fun, communicate with each other by technology, and 
more. People have not returned this kindness, but have shown ingratitude to nature. He 
chose this program for finding methods to advance sustainability, and it is his honor to 
be a member of MSLS program, which will not only build his comprehension about the 
influence that social issues have on enterprises, but will also teach him strategic leader-
ship at the same time. In his spare time, Xu is crazy about football - especially A.C. Milan 
- and he is interested in design and games.

jaredxu@126.com



Shahla Rajaee iran 

Being born in Tehran, capital of Iran, Shahla Rajaee is proud of the great history of Persia 
and has a strong belief in nature. She got her Bachelor Degree in English Literature and 
experienced few years of working as a translator and English teacher. She then joined 
an airline and spent five years working as customer relations agent, training coordinator 
and assistant to the general manager. As a multi task employee, she added to her experi-
ence of interacting with different people, which enabled her to look at things from differ-
ent point of views! Receiving her International Translation Certificate from NAATI based 
in Australia, her passion to learn guided her to choose Strategic Leadership towards Sus-
tainability as her Master; although she had no experience in sustainable activities, she 
strongly believes that this subject affects all aspects of our lives, and any person with any 
expertise shall contribute her/his share for a sustainable world. Although the political 
circumstances in Middle East touch her deeply, she is committed to actively contribute 
her share for further improvements towards a sustainable Middle East.

rajaie_sh@yahoo.com 

Brendan Seale Canada

Before entering the MSLS program at BTH, Brendan worked in corporate communica-
tions in the head office of Barrick Gold Corporation, a transnational mining company. 
This experience taught him the power of organizational learning and culture change in 
large companies. Combined with the skill set he is developing in the MSLS program, he 
will be uniquely positioned to develop strategy and promote change towards sustainabili-
ty in the business arena. As an entrepreneur earlier in his career, Brendan consulted with 
small and mid-sized organizations, delivering communication strategy, e-learning, and 
web design services. Brendan hails from Toronto and graduated with distinction from 
McMaster University, majoring in both Communications and Multimedia. He developed 
a functional use of the Spanish language while gallivanting through Latin America after 
graduation, and plans to do the same with Swedish. He is passionate about the outdoors, 
travel, soccer, and music. He hopes to one day utilize the skills developed in the MSLS 
program in his parents’ homeland, the developing island nation of Barbados.

brendan.seale@gmail.com

Heather Shand United StateS

Most recently living in Portland, Maine Heather grew up in the beautiful little state called 
Vermont. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Spanish, but rather than teaching she went on 
to do a bit of traveling and then landed in the marketing and advertising world for a few 
years. More recently she worked in the production realm of photo shoots and local televi-
sion commercials. While this job helped to pay the bills, she began to get her feet wet 
in the sustainability world by doing an internship for a former MSLS graduate, leading 
her on the path to this program and Sweden. She is excited by the opportunity to learn 
as much as she can from both the program and her fellow students in order to bring this 
knowledge back to the United States to guide the change needed to create a more sus-
tainable society.

hshand@gmail.com



Lin Shangchao China

Lin Shangchao was born in Zhejiang province in the southeast of China, which is known 
for warm weather and beautiful beaches. Now he lives in Shanghai. He received his 
Bachelor degree of Accounting in Nanjing Forestry University. Interested in sustainable 
development, especially in the developing countries like China, he came to Sweden to 
learn with the MSLS programme. He tries to explore a sustainable way in the business 
area. After his study, he would like to return to China, and apply his knowledge and skills 
gained through the MSLS programme. His goal in this programme is to try to be the next 
sustainability leader! In his spare time, Lin likes to travel. Besides, he enjoys sports . Bas-
ketball, badminton and table tennis are his favorite sports.

nj6105@hotmail.com

John Silkey United StateS

John graduated from Dartmouth College with a Bachelor of Arts degree in English Lit-
erature. After graduating John worked in New York City with a strategic consulting firm 
investigating and analyzing institutional capital flow, specializing in the financial stocks 
sector. He then took a position at Episcopal High School of Jacksonville in Florida, where 
he taught Biology for four years. It was here that John’s interest in Sustainability was 
sparked as he attempted to relay a friend’s experience in the MSLS Program to his own 
students, only to realize that he needed to experience the MSLS education firsthand. Most 
recently, John worked in Phoenix, Arizona for a start up land development firm perform-
ing Sustainability Analyses and Design of current and future projects, aiming for energy 
and resource efficiency through building design and operations. For John, the MSLS Pro-
gram is an opportunity to merge the skills he has learned through a variety of work and 
travel experiences with his belief in Sustainability and the direction in which our world 
must move. He is also looking forward to fly-fishing his way around Sweden.

silkey@gmail.com 

Dylan Skybrook United StateS

Dylan Skybrook was, until recently, the Dance Programming Director of the Southern 
Theater in Minneapolis, Minnesota in the United States. Primarily a choreographer, Dy-
lan Skybrook’s work has been seen at the Walker Art Center, The Southern Theater, Red 
Eye Theater, Hennepin Center for the Arts (Minneapolis), Metro Pictures Gallery (NYC), 
848 Community Space, Cell Space (San Francisco), “A” Foundation, (Liverpool), Royal 
Academy of Art (London), and the SMART Museum (Chicago), among many others. Dy-
lan’s choreographic work has been, among other things, a vehicle for exploring system’s 
thinking; an impulse that has lead him to the MSLS program at the Blekinge Institute of 
Technology. Dylan received his B.A. in Art and Social Change from New College of Cali-
fornia.

dylan.skybrook@gmail.com 



Nathan Stinnette United StateS

Nathan Stinnette comes from central Virginia, where he grew up running wild through 
the woods and catching crayfish in the creeks. After graduating from high school he 
moved to northern California and worked as a carpenter and musician. Eventually, his 
interests in music and woodworking converged and he began building musical instru-
ments, leading to a 6 year stint as a professional guitar maker. Growing tired of all the 
sawdust, he then went back to school to earn a B.S. in Geographic Science and GIS from 
James Madison University. His work at the Virginia Department of Forestry introduced 
him to the world of natural resource management, and through an undergraduate course 
he became interested in studying sustainability. The interdisciplinary nature of this sub-
ject resonates well with him and he hopes to someday tie all of his various interests into a 
single synergistic whole.

nstinnette1@yahoo.com 

Kara Stonehouse Canada

Kara is all about bringing creative, compelling visions into reality. As an industrial 
designer, she focused on the human experience of products and services and began to 
explore what it would mean to meet people’s needs sustainably. At Deb Group Limited in 
England, she researched compostable plastics and gained experience using tools such as 
life cycle analysis and presented the Natural Step sustainability ideas to the top manage-
ment team. Deb Ltd has now committed to being a restorative company. Through the dis-
covery process, it became clear that a structured approach to sustainability for business, 
government and community was in order, which lead her to the MSLS program. Kara has 
also visited several eco-villages and is interested in group process and community build-
ing. Kara loves to use intuition and develop deeper wisdom through yoga, meditation and 
Reiki practices. She believes that all obstacles can be overcome when approached with a 
collective meaningful purpose and positive attitude. When we work together in this way, 
the results are magic!!  Let’s do it!!

karastonehouse@gmail.com

Dependable Hickory Strongheart United StateS

Dependable Hickory (D.H.) Strongheart is a native of northern New Mexico in the United 
States. Growing up in the southern Rocky Mountains engendered in him a love for the 
outdoors, and he was an environmental activist from a young age. Fatherhood and his 
close ties to Native American communities have largely shaped his views of sustain-
ability. His daughter, Zia, is 8 years old and an extraordinary person. His partner, Jennie 
London, is an organic farmer, and together they plan to catalyze urban farming initiatives 
throughout the world. D.H. holds a B.A. in Documentary Studies and Music and pursues 
continuing studies in Environmental Technologies at the Sustainable Technologies Cen-
ter in Santa Fe, New Mexico.

deephick@gmail.com



Kati Thompson new zealand

Kati is from beautiful New Zealand, where she graduated with a B.Sc. in Environmental 
Studies, Development Studies and Geography from Victoria University. She has worked in 
the Government and non-profit sectors in New Zealand and Australia for the past 5 years, 
writing organisational and State of the Environment Reports, implementing cultural 
health indicator tools, leading a green procurement program for 60 local authorities, and 
training and facilitating within organisations. In 2008 she founded the NGO Just Change 
in Melbourne with five other graduates of the Future Sustainability Leaders program, 
helping create energy efficiency solutions for low-income renters. As a dual Australian-
New Zealand citizen, Kati is passionate about increasing resilience in resource-depen-
dant island nations, and believes the South Pacific can make significant contributions to 
global sustainability innovation. She looks forward to continuing to work with organisa-
tions and communities to support ambitious progress towards sustainability.

kati.aroha@gmail.com

Lea Thuot Canada

Before getting interested in sustainability, Lea thought her career would be working with 
children and youth. She spent over 12 years in the child care field, including six years at 
an outdoor education centre where she coordinated the Outdoor Education Leadership 
Program. When she decided to go back to school to finish her degree, a class on Research 
Techniques caught her interest and took her on a whole new path. Upon completion of 
her degree in Tourism Management at Vancouver Island University, on the west coast of 
Canada, Lea continued to work at the university on rural tourism development projects 
including the Fostering Innovation in Sustainable Tourism. Her work on sustainable tour-
ism led her to the MSLS program in Sweden. She looks forward to taking what she learns 
in this program back to her home province of British Columbia and the tourism industry 
there.

leathuot@yahoo.com

Ece Utkucan tUrKey

Ece was born in Istanbul, Turkey in 1979. Since that day, she has been fascinated with 
what makes people the way they are…  and what makes life the way it is. Ece has left 
home at the age of 15 for her studies in England, Switzerland and the USA. Her un-
dergraduate degree is in Business Administration, from Babson College, USA. She has 
worked in sales in such firms as Marriott (selling timeshare), Deutsche Bank (as an 
institutional sales trader in Istanbul Stock Exchange). Her latest job, as a commercial 
real estate consultant at DTZ-Istanbul allowed her to start working with land (valuation, 
feasibility, market reports to international investors). For the last 10 years, she has been 
studying psychology and the self. She is especially involved with Yoga, self-integrating 
systems (buddhist / humanistic / transpersonal psychologies) and Gestalt Psychology. 
Her biggest inspiration is to understand the whole within all systems, from a human 
being to our Gaia – and to create more harmony within the whole – in this case human 
beings living in harmony on our beautiful Planet Earth. 

eutkucan@gmail.com



Pablo Villoch Spain, Chile

Pablo grew up in a town near Bilbao (Basque Country) where he got involved in peace 
building movements and non-formal environmental education groups. He graduated in 
Business Management from Deusto University in Spain, studied Intercultural manage-
ment at Tec de Monterrey in Mexico, and pursued postgraduate studies in Local Devel-
opment and International Relations in Chile. He lived for a decade in Latin America, 
working as an organizational development consultant and facilitator for multinational 
companies, NGOs, micro-entrepreneurs, public institutions and local communities. After 
three years leading sustainable tourism projects in the Andes Mountains, he lectured as 
Local Sustainable Development professor at Universidad Andrés Bello, Chile. Founder of 
Kaleidoskopios.org and Glocalminds.com, he received the Youth Power prize by AIESEC 
Southern Cone (2006) and the Social Entrepreneurship Prize by the Sustainable Lead-
ership Iberoamerican Forum (2008). After the MSLS program, Pablo wishes to build a 
global network of intercultural consultants to facilitate organizational change toward 
sustainability in Latin America and other emerging countries. He loves hiking, salsa 
dancing and storytelling. He is married to Yohana, a Chilean social worker, and they have 
a cute smiling baby, Amanda.

pablo@villoch.com

Qingqing Yang China 

Qingqing (everyone calls her Effie) was born and raised in Linyi, which is a medium-
sized city in the east of China, in Shandong Province. She received her Bachelor of 
English Education in Linyi Normal University in July of 2009. Before she graduated from 
university, Effie learned of a new concept called SUSTAINABILITY. This word changed 
her life and attracted her to Sweden, to BTH, to the MSLS program. Her hope is to in-
troduce SUSTAINABILITY to more Chinese people after she has completed the Master’s 
degree. She looks forward to studying with many awesome people in the program over 
the next ten months. When challenges and difficulties come, Effie will show her smil-
ing face to her classmates. She also enjoys traveling and meeting people from different 
countries and cultures. She believes that the MSLS program will affect her; but she will 
also affect it… 

xiao_effie@yahoo.cn

Zhenhua Zhao China

Zhenhua Zhao comes from Xiangtan Hunan province of China, graduated from Nanjing 
Forestry University and got his bachelor’s degree in Management. He majored in Infor-
mation Management and Information Systems, taking a wide range of courses including 
C language, modern Western economics, information economics, accounting, marketing, 
systems engineering, statistical theory, growth management and operations. This is a 
specialty for a training coordinator or leader in the modern information society, under-
standing the work of many different departments to harmonize a workforce. After a short 
period of experience in a security company, he realized that it is very difficult to lead an 
entire staff to work efficiently. He wants to devote himself to protecting the environment, 
so he chose the MSLS program to improve himself in this area. In the future, he hopes to 
find a sustainable way for developing business in the long-term, which is profitable for 
both society and environment.

zhenhua406@hotmail.com



Yanping Zhuang China

Zhuang Yanping was born in Shanghai, China. She lived in the countryside of Pudong, a 
beautiful small town she deeply loved, until she came to Karlskrona to studying. Growing 
up in the open fields and green woods aroused in her an enthusiasm about nature and 
outdoor activities. She totally enjoyed her life in the country, and regularly strolled out-
side while looking the scenery on her way. When she graduated from Shanghai Second 
Polytechnic University in 2009 with a Bachelor of Management degree in information 
management and information system, she realized her longing for natural science and 
made the decision to leave her hometown to study environmental sustainability in Swe-
den. It is her honor to be a member of the MSLS family.

zhuangyanping25@gmail.com


